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UNSUNG BUT VITAL 


NEWS PLUS 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 
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Ancillary vehicles are often found in the most inaccessible corners 
of operators’ premises when not helping to keep the wheels turning. 

Arguably most noticeable in terms of trolleybus operation were 
tower wagons — usually converted from obsolete motor buses or 
purpose-built on standard goods vehicle chassis. Each was manned 
by an overhead line crew and was fully-equipped to deal with 
most faults and emergencies likely to arise. Crews would deal with 
routine overhead maintenance, wire breaks, damaged traction 
standards, fire calls and the like. 

Ipswich Corporation’s Electricity Supply and Transport 
Departments were jointly responsible for the town’s tram and 
trolleybus systems and acquired a new tower wagon in 1922 — a 
locally built Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies (R&SJ) battery-electric 
vehicle registered DX 3578. It assisted the experimental conversion 
of the town’s Railway Station to Cornhill tram route to trolleybus 
operation in 1923 and the more permanent conversion of the 
remaining tramways in 1925/6. 

DX 3578 outlived Ipswich Corporation’s trolleybuses — the 
last ran on 23 August 1963 — and was used for street lighting 
maintenance work until 1966, its near-silent operation proving 
ideal for night work in residential areas. The RS&J was then 
acquired for preservation by the London Trolleybus Preservation 
Society (LTPS), moving to the fledgling East Anglia Transport 
Museum (EATM) at Carlton Colville in the late-1960s. 

Here it assisted erection of the EATM’s first overhead wires in 
1970, working alongside former Nottingham City Transport No 
803 (TV 6749) — a 1932 AEC Regent motorbus rebodied as a 
normal control tower wagon the following year. 

DX 3578 was set aside as a museum exhibit when superseded 
by more modern access plant and securely stored within the 
LTPS depot. Here it remained until September 2012 when its 
rejuvenation was started by LTPS members Oliver Howard and 
Alex Robertson, assisted by LTPS Chairman Stewart Eteson. 

They presented a restored DX 3578 at the East Anglia and 
Ipswich Transport Museums’ joint ‘Suffolk Built and Operated’ 
event held at Carlton Colville in May 2014, during which the 
vibrant orange-liveried vehicle was demonstrated around the site. 

The present batteries give the tower wagon a range of 
approximately 15 miles between charges, thereby ensuring 
DX 3578 is presently confined to the EATM. 

Look out for DX 3578 when next at Carlton Colville; it is usually 

found in or around the 

main trolleybus depot. And 

if you attend one of the 

EATM’s principal events, 

it may be demonstrated on 

the Museum’s road circuit 

during your visit. 

Pictures: DAVID JUKES 



SHOWSTOPPER BAR NONE 12 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN describes the restoration of East Yorkshire Motor 
Services No 725 (9725 AT), a 1962 AEC/Park Royal Bridgemaster. 

RETURN JOURNEY: EAST YORKSHIRE 16 

A round up of East Yorkshire buses in traditional dark blue and later 
NBC poppy red. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: REAR ENGINES 20 

Rear-engined double-deckers have taken on several non-PSV roles that 
were previously the domain of their front-engined predecessors for 
many years. 

ON THE ROAD 24 

DAVID JUKES presents another collection of older vehicles on running 
day and service duties. 

RIGHT ON Q 28 

NICK LARKIN reports on the London Bus Museum’s AEC Q and its 
other ongoing projects. 

BEER & BUSES 34 

The Isle of Wight Bus Museum held its fourth Buses, Beer and Walks 
event on 14/15 October 2017. SIMON GILL presents a small selection 
of the 92 buses present. 

ANOTHER TROLLEY RETRIEVED 38 

A fine reminder of Wellington’s trolleybus system now resides on this 
side of the world. FRANCIS WHITEHEAD and JOHN STAINFORTH tell 
the story of 1963 BUT RETB/I No 82 (EV 6757). 

LINCOLN TRANSPORT FESTIVAL 2017 50 

We bring you the highlights of this popular event, held on Sunday 
5 November. 

RETURN TO BROWN EDGE 52 

Turner’s Daimler Fleetline No 10 (JBF I69N) returned to its Staffordshire 
home 30 years after its sale to PMT. SIMON GILL reports. 

RETURN JOURNEY: STAFFORDSHIRE INDEPENDENT ’DECKERS 58 

A look at a variety of double-deck buses once-operated by some of 
Staffordshire’s independent operators. 


COME RAIN OR SHINE 62 

The 2017 Goodwood Revival Meeting saw Stagecoach South’s route 902 
operated by heritage buses. DAVID JUKES braved the elements. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: LODEKKA VARIETY 64 

We present a colourful selection of non-PCV Bristol Lodekkas from 
across the UK. 

THE MODEL PAGE 66 

NIGEL APPLEFORD takes a retrospective look at 2017’s model releases. 

OFF ROUTE 70 

Stunt vehicles, another defaced sign and a peeling Bristol are among 
NICK LARKIN’s offerings this month. 

BUSMART 73/1 


B&CP's comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


Cover: East Yorkshire Motor Services AEC Bridgemaster No 
725 (9725 AT) has recently been restored by Ashley Blackman 
for owner Malcolm Wright. Read the full restoration story on 
page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE 


LATEST & “FINAL” BT RELEASES 


HACHETT 1:43 PART WORK MODELS 


NEW ADDITIONS £15 


CONTACT ADDRESS 


UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2017 SEASON 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 


| 2/3 Dec Manchester Transport 
Museum 

“Christmas Cracker 
Transport Collectors Market” 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


1 Jan 2018 Coventry 
New Year Bus & Coach Event 
Running Day and Model Fair 
Coventry Rugby Club 

LATER DATES 
FOR 2018 WILL BE IN 
THE NEXT EDITION 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 


HC-27 NEOPLAN SKYLINER—GERMANY 
HC-25 CITROEN 46 DP UAD—FRANCE 
HC-26 FORD THAMES ET7—MALTA 
HC-29 GM TDH 3610 “Rosa Parks” - USA 

LIMITED STOCK ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

HC-22 BERLIET CRUSAIR 3—FRANCE 
HC-30 BERLIET PHL 10 “GRAND RAID” 

Subject to Availability 

See the Full List on the “Home Page” at 
www.ywbc.co.uk 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2018 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer 
We now accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


SOUTHERN VECTIS 
BRISTOL LODEKKA LD6G 

£20 rrp £24.99 


B117A: 520, KDL416 
16 Blackgang 


B117B: 563, SDL 268 
8 Ryde Esplanade 


76DR-004 
BAMBER BRIDGE 
DUPLE ROADMASTER 

(Excursion) 

£15 


76PAN-006 BERE REGIS 
PLAXTON PANORAMA £15 


76 PD2-004 
SAMUEL LEDGARD 
LEYLAND TITAN 
(llkley via Guiseley) 
£18 


76PD2-005 EDINBURGH 
LEYLAND TITAN £18 


OXFORD MODELS NOW AVAILABLE 
JUST £15 +£3 P&P 


76MW-6003 
EASTERN COUNTIES 

(Nat Exp Livery) 

BRISTOL MW6G 


76SB-001 
RIBBLE 
SARO BUS 


SOUTHERN VECTIS 
BRISTOL MW6G 

£15 rrp £18.99 


B210A: 806, FDL927D 
5 East Cowes, Trinity Wharf 


B210B: 804, FDL 925D 
39 Ventnor 


YWBC 


We are 
pleased to 
announce our 
new 

“Showbus” 
TWM 1266 
Leyland Lynx 
Look out for 
us in 2017 at 
Rallies across 
the UK 


CORGI MODELS £30 
46618A S/C LONDON—NBFL (Pride Livery) 
8 Bow Church 

46513 Harry Potter - Wright Eclipse Gemini 
Warner Bros. Studios 


Still Available £25 

46615A ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” 
137 Streatham Hill 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” 
137 Oxford Circus 


-NBFL 


-NBFL 
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Living in Interesting Times 


‘May you live in interesting times’ is an 
expression considered to have Chinese 
origins although probably first used by 
Sir Austen Chamberlain in 1936 and 
popularized by Robert F Kennedy thirty 
years later. It does however neatly cover 
recent events within the B&CP team. 

Some will be aware Philip Lamb 
has not been well and is now under 
instruction to rest and recuperate. He 
and Sandra thank everyone who has 
kindly sent cards and messages, and 
assisted with the event stand, over the 
past few weeks. 

David Jukes has kept the editor’s 
chair warm for this issue — I am 
most grateful my wife Grace has been 
particularly patient and understanding 
over the past few weeks. My thanks 
are extended to my fellow B&CP 
contributors and Russell Strong for 
their assistance too. 

As 2017 approaches its end, we wish 
to take this opportunity to express our 
most grateful thanks to vehicle owners, 
operators and heritage organisations 
for their most generous assistance over 
the past year. Do please contact us if 
you would like your preserved vehicle, 
museum or group featured within B&CP 
in 2018. 


Philip, Sandra and the B&CP team 
wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 

COVENTRY RUNNING DAY 

Do not forget the B&CP Coventry 
Running Day and Transport Fair at 
Coventry Rugby Club on 1 January 2018. 

2018 RALLY CALENDAR 

NOW is the time to send us details 
of your rallies and running days for 
inclusion in the 2018 Events Guide, 
published in the April issue, out the first 
week in March. Please will all organisers 
send Nigel Appleford their dates and 
details as soon as possible before 
31 January 2018 (his contact details are 
opposite). Please clearly mark envelopes 
EVENTS if posting information. 

CHRISTMAS SUPPLEMENT 

You will find in this issue a Busmart 
Special pull-out with advertisements 
from ourselves and others offering 
goods at reduced prices. These offers 
are currently intended to finish on 
10 January 2018, so make sure your 
orders are placed soon. 

You may order once only from 
each supplier, happy shopping! 

DAVID JUKES 





Stagecoach West Scotland 20526 (R526 VSE), a 1998 Alexander PS-bodied Volvo BIOM, is 
seen in service on the Isle of Arran during early-2013. It worked on the island for almost its 
entire service life, save a few weeks at Kilmarnock when new. The Volvo is currently part of 
the Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust collection at Bridgeton Bus Garage. PAUL MCKENNA 
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Quest goes back to Merseyside 



June 1989 saw C844 OBG exchanged 
for a Welwyn and Hatfield Line Duple¬ 
bodied Bedford YMT, before passing 
to Sovereign Buses with the former 
company’s operations in January 1990. 
Onward sale to Unity 70 Youth Clubs for 
Handicapped Children of North London 
followed that May. 

It was stored in Edmonton for ten 
years until March 2008 when purchased 
by Andrew Miller, trading as Andrew’s 
Coaches of Foxton. 

Movement from Edmonton to Foxton 
was made during September before display 
at Showbus later the same month. The 
bus was subsequently parked in Andrew’s 
Coaches’ yard pending further restoration, 
but pressure of work prevented this. C844 
OBG was more recently used as a store 
shed before agreement was reached in 
October with the MPT for its loan. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


C844 OBG, the sole survivor of six 
Locomotors-bodied Quest 80 B types 
ordered by Merseyside Passenger 
Transport Executive (MPTE) for use at 
the 1984 Liverpool International Garden 
Festival, was returned to the area 33 
years later in November 2017. Owner 
Andrew Miller of Foxton (Cambs) has 
placed the bus on long-term loan to the 
Merseyside Preservation Trust (MPT), 
by which it will be restored to its original 
Merseyside PTE livery for use and 
display at local running days and rallies. 

C844 OBG was the last of the batch 
but did not enter MPTE service, 
it was instead sold to Millers of 
Foxton (Cambs) in 1986 with sisters 
B927/929/931 KWM. The four buses 
were used on the company’s local 
services in competition with Cambus. 


Mini charabanc replica in auction 


This vehicle was offered in Matthewsons 
of Thornton le Dale’s October auction. It 
is based on a Triumph Herald car chassis 
and although unregistered, it is believed to 


retain the undisclosed registration plate and 
VIN from the donor car. The vehicle was 
used for promotional work off the public 
highway. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 




, a niel r«‘ 


Volunteer 
Award Winner 


Crich Tramway Village volunteer Daniel 
Patterson, 21, from Worksop, was 
awarded the Global Light Rail Employee 
of the Year Award for his work at 
Nottingham Express Transit (NET) at a 
recent London ceremony. 

Daniel has worked at NET for nearly 
four years following a two-week work 
experience placement in its customer 
services department. 

He qualified as a tram driver when 
19-years-old before volunteering as a 
trainee conductor at Crich Tramway 
Village in 2016. Daniel is now a 
conductor and continues to volunteer 
regularly when not working. 

He said: ‘I am absolutely overjoyed 
to be recognised by such a prestigious 
award as a stand out employee from our 
industry. It was a privilege to represent 
Nottingham Trams at the awards, and to 
take home such a fantastic award.’ 

Neil White, Tramway Operations 
Manager at Crich Tramway Village, 
added: ‘Daniel has proved to be a great 
asset from the moment he started 
training with us. He has helped us attract 
a new generation of young transport 
professionals, many of whom have links 
with both the Crich Tramway Village and 
NET, while both organisations continue 
to benefit from links championed by 
Daniel.’ 
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A Return to 1960s 

The 1960s-themed event held at the 
Museum of Transport, Greater Manchester, 
on 21/22 October 2017 was one of the 
most popular in recent years. Seventeen 
different buses made 67 journeys from the 
Museum over the two days. A variety of 
1960s buses ran on short routes to give 
visitors the opportunity to ride as many 
different vehicles as possible. This proved 
popular with many family groups, who 


Manchester 

also enjoyed the special themed displays. 
These included pre-decimal currency, the 
introduction of one-man-operated buses, 
1960s music and shopping at the Co-Op. 

Museum members worked hard to get 
several buses ready that had not been used 
for some years. These included Leyland 
Titans from Ramsbottom, Ashton under 
Lyne, Stockport and Manchester, a Bury 
Corporation Leyland Atlantean and 


Lancashire United Transport No 97. 

Efforts were made to refurbish the 
interior of Manchester City Transport No 
3629 in time for the event. It is a 1959 
Leyland Atlantean and had for some 
time awaited a replacement gearbox. 
Disappointingly, further faults were found 
which prevented 3629’s use, but we look 
forward to a working return in due course. 
Report and pictures: DENNIS TALBOT 
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The Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 
recently marked the 60th anniversary of 
the former Midland Red Wigston Garage’s 
opening. It was built in October 1957 to 
relieve pressure on Leicester’s Sandacre 
Street and Southgate Street garages, 
each reallocating 20 buses to Wigston for 
operation on routes to the city’s south. 


Wigston is now the last surviving 
former Midland Red Garage in 
Leicestershire but its days are sadly 
numbered as it is now surrounded by 
housing and will close when Arriva 
Midlands find an alternative base. 

The Leicester S23 Group’s 5919, 
recently acquired from the late Robin 


Woodcock, was joined on the garage’s 
forecourt by the newly preserved Arriva 
Midlands 3468, an East Lancs European¬ 
bodied Scania L113CRL. The latter 
was new to Midland Fox (as its 2168) in 
March 1996 and was Wigston-based for 
part of its 21-year service life. 

Report and picture: TREVOR FOLLOWS 


Wanted: Marshall Capital Front 


Myalls Coaches of Bassingbourn (Cambs) 
is seeking a replacement front end and 
windscreens for a 1997 Marshall Capital¬ 
bodied Dennis Dart SLF. 

The company seeks to repair damage 


sustained by its ex-Papworth Hospital 
R404 XFL and is prepared to buy a 
complete bus should this prove necessary. 
Please call Andrew Myall on 01763 243225. 
Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


Obituary: Tim Wootton 

It is with sadness we report Tim 
Wootton’s passing away at Florence 
Nightingale Hospice on 31 October 2017 
following a long illness. Tim was well 
known amongst Bedford OB owners and 
enthusiasts as organiser of the annual 
Bedford OB Get Together, the 70th and 
75th of which were held at the Vauxhall 
Heritage Centre in Luton. 

Tim will be sadly missed by his 
wife Ceri, his family and friends. A 
funeral service was held on Monday 13 
November at St Peter & St Paul Church, 
Buckingham. 


The photograph shows Tim in period 
costume at the 2009 Bedford OB Get 
Together. 
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Crowdfunding Appeal PD3 


The City of Portsmouth Preserved 
Transport Depot (CPPTD) has launched 
a Crowdfunding appeal to enable the 
repainting of its 1959 former City of 
Portsmouth Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland Titan PD3/6 No 123 (STP 995) 
into the City’s traditional red and white 
livery. 

It is the final example of its batch of five 
remaining in the UK; the other survivor 
is No 127 (previously registered STP 999) 
which currently resides in Estonia. No 
123 was donated to CPPTD in 2010, since 
when steady restoration progress has been 
made and a Class 5 MoT obtained earlier 
this year. 

The final restoration stage is a full 
repaint to enable a return to the streets 


of Portsmouth in its full glory for all to 
enjoy. An online crowdfunding appeal 
to raise the £6,000 sum for this work 
was launched at the Vintage Transport 
Group’s Cosham Transport Fair on 
Sunday 12 November, with the stated aim 
of completing 123 before the 2018 rally 
season. 

Any donations from £1 to £6,000 will 
be greatly appreciated. The appeal page 
can be found at: http://www.crowdfunder. 
co.uk/return-portsmouth-corporation-123- 
to-the-road. Do please note the deadline 
for online donations is 23 December 2017. 

Details of CPPTD and its future public 
open days can be found at www.cpptd. 
co.uk or on Facebook. 

Picture: NIGEF APPFEFORD 


British buses for 


sale in Belgium 


Four British buses and coaches are 
available for purchase from businessman/ 
collector Rik Liekens of Tienen, Belgium. 
Formerly owned by Belgian wedding hire 
company Retro of Aartselaar, they were 
acquired by Mr Liekens in 2015. 


» GWG 94, a 1955 ex-W Alexander 
& Sons Ltd Alexander-bodied AEC 
Reliance MU3RV (a restoration 
project); 

» GRY 63D, a 1966 former Leicester 
Park Royal-bodied Leyland PD3A/I 
converted to open top form with 
wooden-slatted seating on the upper 
deck and soft non-PSV seating in the 
lower saloon (in restored condition); 

» CBA 966L, a 1973 Plaxton Embassy¬ 
bodied Bedford J2 new to Salford 
Social Services (in restored condition 
as illustrated); and 

» PMM 392E, a 1967 Duple Midland¬ 
bodied Bedford VAS5 new to Greater 
London Council’s Inner London 
Education Authority fleet (in restored 
condition). 


Offers are invited to Wim Kegelaers, 
telephone: 0032-494-051434 or e-mail: 
stikkel007@hotmail.com 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: WIM KEGELAERS 


NBC50 Gathering 

The Hampshire Bus & Coach 
Preservation Group is planning a 
Winchester-based gathering on 24 
March 2019 to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the National Bus 
Company’s formation. Anyone with 
an NBC-liveried vehicle or one under 
restoration will be welcome. For more 
details please contact Jason Rayner via: 
www.hampshirebuses.weebly.com. 

In the meantime, the Group’s 
‘Retrobus-The Bristol VRT’ event will be 
held at Winchester’s St Catherine’s Park 
& Ride site on Sunday 18 March 2018, 
not Winchester Broadway as previously 
advertised. 


January 2018 
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Bedford YRQ repatriated from Malta 


Plaxton Panorama Elite-bodied Bedford 
YRQ ABW 183J, exported to Malta in 
November 1984, has been repatriated by 


Mike Lloyd of Wigan. The coach was new 
to Carterton Coaches in February 1971 
and re-registered in Malta as FBY 747. 


It was initially bought from Heritage 
Malta by a Suffolk-based buyer who 
apparently did not arrange its UK 
shipment; Mike stepping in when the 
Maltese authorities threatened to send it 
for scrap. The Bedford was heavily rebuilt 
in Malta and is probably the only surviving 
Elite with an all-steel frame and steel 
floor. It also has bus seats and no boot — 
just the lid. 

The YRQ chassis is fitted with a 
Leyland 420 turbo engine, ZF 6-speed 
gearbox, and axles that may be from a 
later Bedford or another manufacturer’s 
output. 

It is Mike’s intention to retain 
the Maltese livery as being the most 
appropriate for its current condition. He is 
applying to the DVLA to recover the ABW 
183J registration which is currently held 
on file. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: MIKE LLOYD 



Walters’ Buys Bedfords 


Paul Blowfield of Walters Coaches, 
Oxford, has recently acquired two 
Bedford coaches for use as heritage 
vehicles. OLN 65P, a 1976 petrol-engined 
Caetano Faro 2-bodied Bedford J2SZ2 20 
was recently acquired from Shane Gray of 
Boston, while EUF 738L, a 1973 Plaxton 
Panorama Elite-bodied Bedford VAL70, 
was bought from preservationist Maldwyn 
Evans of Betws-y-Coed after advertising 
in B&CP's Busmart pages. 

OLN 65P was new to Chapman of 
Feltham in June 1976 and worked for at 
least three other operators before ending 
its working life with Cedar Coaches of 


Bedford around 1997. It passed 
to Cambridgeshire vehicle 
collector Charles Silverman via a 
Spalding dealer in 1999, mainly 
attending local steam rallies and 
the 2002 Bedford Gathering until 
Mr Silverman’s passing in 2017. 

The Bedford passed to his nephew who 
sold the coach to Walters Coaches which 
intends to re-commission it to Class 6 
PCV standard. OLN 65P is thought the 
only roadworthy example of the 31 Faro 
2-bodied Bedford J2s built, the other 
survivor is the much-modified OUM 727P 
owned by Rambler of Hastings. 


EUF 738L was new to Chivers of 
Elstead as PPB 222L in May 1973. 

It passed to Rambler of Hastings in 
1983, was re-registered 1924 RH and 
fitted with a Supreme IV front panel. 

The VAL was later re-registered EUF 
738L before passing to Bibby’s of Ingleton 
and Abbeyways of Halifax. It was initially 
preserved by Emery (trading as Val’s 
Classic Coaches) of Chase Terrace before 
passing to Maldwyn Evans, Betws-y-Coed 
in 2002 for continued preservation. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: RICHARD HAUGHEY/ 
MALDWYN EVANS 




10 


www.presbuspublishing.com 




















Oliver Farnworth 
brings in the crowds 

Coronation Street actor Oliver 
Farnworth, who plays Andy Carver 
in the popular soap, was the major 
attraction at Crich Tramway Village on 
Monday 23 October, when he officially 
turned on the lights to illuminate the 
period Village. 

The event officially launched the 
Starlight Spectacular, which saw vintage 
trams running into the early evening 
during the week ending Saturday 28 
October. 

Oliver took the controls of a vintage 
tram for photographs, tried his hand at 
weighing sweets in Barnett’s traditional 
sweet shop and signed autographs for 
fans who queued for photographs with 
the star. He later took a tram ride and 
tried a pint in the on-site Red Lion pub 
— a change from the ‘Rover’s Return’. 


Talisman Heritage Fleet Sale 


Talisman Coaches of Great Bromley 
(Essex) is selling off its heritage fleet 
which includes five Bristols, four of which 
are coaches. The five are: UAR 929M, a 
Plaxton Panorama Elite-bodied LHL6L; 
ESU 815X, a Plaxton Supreme V-bodied 
LHS6L; SGF 483M, a Plaxton Panorama 
Elite-bodied RELH6L new to Isle of Man 
Road Transport registered 40 WMN; 

573 UVX, an Eastern Coach Works¬ 
bodied MW6G; and CBV 2S, an open-top 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol 
VRT/SL3. 

Also offered are: Plaxton Supreme¬ 
bodied DAF MB200 YJN 455S 


(illustrated); Leyland Olympians J434 BSH 
(open-top), H47/48 MJN; Leyland Titans 
OHV 747Y and A620 THV; Leyland 
Atlantean RVW 90W; Roe-bodied Leyland 
Royal Tiger Doyen CAZ 2747 (originally 
E57 TYG); AEC/Park Royal Routemaster 
RML2535 (JJD 535D); Van Hool Alicron 
G103 CJN; and Van Hool Astromegas 
FUH 933 (originally MSU 589Y) and 
DSK 107 (formerly D228 HMT), which is 
for spares. 

Please contact Terry Smith at Talisman 
by telephone: 01206 252472 or e-mail: 
terry@talismancoachlines.co.uk 
Picture: RICHARD HAUGHEY 




Bedford JJL spotted for sale 



HKX 553V, the last surviving Marshall¬ 
bodied Bedford JJL of the four built, was 
recently seen for sale in Lytham St Anne’s. 
This follows the death at the South Cerney 
Steam Rally of its owner Ralf Jagger, 
who with his wife Margaret was a regular 
attender at rallies with the Bedford. 

The JJL was new as a Vauxhall Motors 
demonstrator in 1979 before sale to 
Maidstone Borough Transport. It then 
ran for Rambler Coaches of Hastings and 
Goodman of Eastrea before passing to 
the Jaggers for preservation in 2007, by 
whom the JJL was down-seated to 13 and 
partially fitted as a motorhome. 

The bus is being sold, for £8,000, by 
Mrs Jagger (tel: 01253 712663). 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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Showstopper Bar None 


AEC BRIDGEMASTER 



The low-height AEC Bridgemaster 
first appeared in 1956 and featured 
an integral body structure that 
enabled a centre gangway on both 
decks. AEC was part of the Associated 
Commercial Vehicles Group, which owned 
Crossley and Park Royal. 

The Bridgemaster’s detailed development 
was carried out by Crossley, which built 
four pre-production examples and supplied 
Harkness of Belfast with the structure for 
a fifth. All had attractive aluminium-framed 
bodywork. 

The production Bridgemasters were 
built by Park Royal from 1958 using steel 
body framing and frameless roof dome 
construction as requested by the British 
Electric Traction Group. The utilitarian 
appearance contrasted with the earlier 
build. 

The Bridgemaster was available in 
two lengths: 30ft long with 18ft lOins 
wheelbase, and 27ft 8ins length with 16ft 


ASHLEY BLACKMAN describes the restoration of East Yorkshire Motor 
Services No 725 (9725 AT), a 1962 AEC!Park Royal Bridgemaster. 


Some of you will have experienced the 
delight of seeing this gorgeous bus on the 
rally scene this year. No 725 is proudly 
preserved by Malcolm Wright, a native 
of Cottingham which is a north-western 
suburb of Kingston-Upon-Hull. 

Malcolm remembered the East 
Yorkshire Bridgemasters operating 
around Hull and wanted to bring his 
Bridgemaster back to life. He enlisted my 
restoration services to help restore the bus 
to its former glory as if it had just come off 
the production line. 

No 725 (9725 AT) started life with East 
Yorkshire Motor Services before ending 
its career as a staff bus for Burma Oil 
and, subsequently, Castrol Oil. It 


STARTING WITH THE 
MECHANICALS 

The first and most important job was to 
assess the work needed to restore the 
bus authentically, before starting on the 
mechanicals to get the bus mobile. Various 
engine parts and castings are unique to 
Bridgemasters, such as the sump, front- 
engine mountings and gear selector box 
mounting, which makes parts harder to 
find and more sought after. 

No 725 s engine and gearbox were 
missing various vital parts, of which the 
hardest to obtain were the transfer box 
gears (a transfer box is bolted to the 
gearbox to transfer the drive below the 
already low floor). 



preserved in the UK and overseas; one 
example calls Florida home. 
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6ins wheelbase. A forward entrance option 
was introduced in 1961 which required a 
revised driveline with transfer box behind 
the gearbox. The last intruded into the front 
platform area and required the entrance 
doors to be positioned a short distance 
behind the front bulkhead (rear-entrance 
Bridgemasters featured a rear-facing 
bench seat for five behind this bulkhead as 
standard). 

Just 180 AEC Bridgemasters were 
built before the model’s 1963 demise, of 
which 50 were bought by East Yorkshire 
Motor Services (20 with rear-entrances 
and 30 with forward-entrances), giving 
this company the model’s biggest fleet. 

Its first four were built with the standard 
roof profile and were found unable to pass 
through the North Bar at Beverley. The 
remainder were fitted with modified roof 
structures to enable safe passage. 

Examples could also be seen operating 
in many parts of the UK including Oxford, 
Wales, Leicester, Sheffield and Grimsby. 
Over a dozen of the type are currently 


was saved by Graeme Wareham of 
the then Oxford Bus Museum and 
had a few other owners before 
Malcolm purchased the bus in 
i 2013. 


Once these were secured it was time 
to look at the braking system. The 
Bridgemaster’s brake system is air over 
hydraulic and uses the same front brake 
cylinders as an AEC Routemaster or 
Bristol Lodekka, which we knew should 
not be an issue at overhaul. 
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The remainder of the brake system was 
also overhauled; this included a master 
cylinder and three brake diaphragms. The 
front and rear brake linings were replaced, 
and the drums found to be in good 
condition. 

The rear suspension is nothing but 
air. Full air pressure must be built up 
before setting off otherwise you could be 
mistaken in building up at least 80foot 
pounds of pressure, thinking this is 
enough, and then the gauge drops as air 
fills the suspension tanks. Setting off too 
soon can cause damage. 

We found two working levelling valves 
inflating two very good air bellows, which 
was good news. This led us to believe 
these had been replaced quite recently, 
perhaps when the Bridgemaster was a 
staff bus for Castrol Oil. And a closer 
inspection underneath 725 found it to be 
in extremely good condition. 

REVIVING BODYWORK 
AND INTERIOR 

We moved onto the interior after 
completing the mechanicals. It required 
full restoration, so was completely gutted. 
Years of water ingress had caused the 
offside upper-deck framework and stress 
panels to rot under the window line, the 
upper-deck floor lino was black with years 
of grime and the ceiling paint was peeling. 

I replaced the offside framework and 
stress panels so, with strength back in the 
bodywork, I could strip the ceilings and 
sides to paint. The upper-deck lino was 
removed, and floor made ready for new; 
the lower-deck floor was already bare. A 
small section of rotten flooring above the 
cab was replaced before new lino was laid 
on both decks with period floor strips. 


Opposite page: Wearing the traditional 
dark blue and primrose East Yorkshire 
livery with pride, a resplendent No 725 
passes The Tennyson Arms in Dean Road, 
Scarborough. PHILIP LAMB 

This page, clockwise from top: No 725 is 

readied for collection after Malcolm’s 
purchase. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

The start of restoration with 725 looking 
worse for wear. 

The platform area showing gearbox and 
transfer box intrusion. 

The gutted lower-deck. Note the sunken 
centre gangway. 

Fitting new nearside panels. 

All four: JULIAN HALSTEAD 



We also had a bus full of seats with no 
squabs and backs fitted. They were all 
there but in poor condition. Malcolm was 
working on this and had the exact dark 
blue with flecks of yellow moquette made 
specially — he certainly wanted to bring 
back the memories. All the seat frames 
were stripped then powder-coated, and 


the seats re-upholstered in the gorgeous 
new moquette. 

The interior lighting inverters and 
wiring are located under the upper- deck’s 
rear seat and had suffered badly from the 
weather because No 725 was stored in the 
open with the upper-deck emergency door 
removed. 
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Above: All but the first four of East Yorkshire’s AEC Bridgemasters featured a modified 
roof structure with inwardly canted side windows. This enabled their passage through 
Beverley’s 15th century North Bar. PHILIP LAMB 



SURPLUS MOQUETTE AVAILABLE 


Malcolm has a limited quantity of moquette 
left over from the restoration; if you are 
interested in a rare opportunity to purchase 
authentic period East Yorkshire Motor Services 
moquette to complete your preserved vehicle, 
please send an e-mail to: 

wrightmalcolm95@gmail.com 


Clockwise from top left: The upper-deck is 
prepared for new lino. JULIAN HALSTEAD 

The cab area made cosy; one could sit on 
the new comfortable cab seat for hours. 

The restored gearbox cover; the 
conductor stands between this and the 
staircase to not obstruct boarding or 
alighting passenger flow. 

The offside lower panels receive an 
authentic signwritten East Yorkshire 
fleetname. 

The completed Bridgemaster viewed 
from ground level. All: ASHLEY BLACKMAN 


With the help of Malcolm Green, 
a very good friend of mine and an 
extremely knowledgeable electrician, we 
re-wired various sections and connected 
a collection of working inverters acquired 
from the Barnsley bus graveyards. With 
working interior lights, 725 was completed 
inside. 

I replaced most of 725’s exterior panels 
to make it look as good as new with 
no imperfections. The roof was left in 
place, sanded down and repaired where 
necessary. All the windows were removed 
before painting and were replaced using 
new rubbers. 

The original offside illuminated 
advertising display and shaped panels had 
long been removed; Malcolm decided 
this area should instead be reinstated 
with standard flat panels. No period sign- 
written adverts are currently displayed 
on the side panels, but these could be 
something Malcolm considers in the 
future. 

MIRROR FINISH 

Malcolm wanted 725 to be as authentic as 
possible, so coach painting was the only 
way. The Bridgemaster was treated to a 
full repaint in traditional East Yorkshire 
livery using my favourite brand of paint 
and brush painting technique to obtain a 
deep mirror finish. 

Choosing the correct interior blue 
colour proved difficult as various sources 
advised alternative solutions, either it 
should be a stated colour or East Yorkshire 
mixed leftover paints. A blue was 
eventually chosen, Malcolm was happy 
with the colour as it matched his memories 
of the Bridgemasters. Now coach-painted 
and looking extremely resplendent, 725 
looked bare until signwriting was applied. 
Now it was truly authentic. 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 

All that was left was an MoT test. This was 
our maiden voyage, apart from a couple of 
runs up the driveway at the storage barn. 


A bit of brake tweaking and No 725 sailed 
through. It has since passed another MoT. 

Next in line is Malcolm’s East 
Yorkshire 1958 Park Royal-bodied Albion 


Aberdonian No 674 (VKH 674). Malcolm 
is itching to get behind its wheel, I think 
his ears are still ringing from driving the 
Bridgemaster! 


Top: Looking resplendent. Note the 
setback entrance doors owing to gearbox 
intrusion into the platform area. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 

Above, left to right: The completed lower 
saloon showing the single seats fitted 
adjacent to the rear wheelarches; the 
side benches fill the space between the 
latter and the back seat. PHILIP LAMB 

A forward view of the upper-deck 
shows the degree of cant applied to the 
Bridgemaster’s side windows. 

PHILIP LAMB 

The completed upper-deck interior with 
new floor, re-upholstered seats and new 
paintwork. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

Bottom: The rear profile shows the 
Bridgemaster’s imposing lines. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 
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East Yorkshire 

East Yorkshire Motor Services retained its traditional dark blue and cream livery until the National Bus 
Company era when white briefly replaced cream before corporate poppy red was adopted. We illustrate 
the changes as we look back at a variety of buses once operated. 
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Most of East Yorkshire’s 
double-deck buses were 
built with special ‘Beverley 
Bar’ roofs of a severely- 
arched profile to match that 
of Beverley’s 15th Century 
North Bar, through which 
they passed. No 642 (VKH 
42), a 1956 Willowbrook¬ 
bodied exposed-radiator AEC 
Regent V shows its distinctive 
lines. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Crossing Selby’s wooden 
toll bridge in June 1968 
is 1962 AEC/Park Royal 
Bridgemaster No 723 (9723 
AT), sister to featured No 725 
and illustrating the offside 
illuminated advertising 
panel fitted to its batch. 
OMNICOLOUR 

Opposite, top left: AEC replaced 
the integral Bridgemaster 
model with the Renown 
chassis in 1963. East Yorkshire 
acquired 34 of the latter 
between 1964 and 1966, 
including Park Royal-bodied 
No 778 (CKH 778C). The 
1965-built bus is seen in 
Westwood, Scarborough, in 
June 1968. OMNICOLOUR 

Opposite, top right: East 
Yorkshire initially adopted 
this dark blue and white 
variation of National Bus 
Company corporate identity, 
as seen on 1972 ECW-bodied 
Bristol VRT/SL2 No 926 
(DKH 926L) alongside Hull 
Paragon railway station. 
PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



























Above: Among the last East Yorkshire buses acquired with a modified ‘Beverley Bar* roof profile is No 869 (RAT 869G), a 1969 Park 
Royal-bodied Daimler Fleetline. The bus is seen in Hull carrying the final NBC poppy red livery variant. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Below: East Yorkshire acquired five Duple Dominant-bodied Ford RIO 14 lightweight buses in 1976 as its Nos 170-174 (NRH I70-I74P), 
of which the final two are pictured. Their stay was short as all were sold in 1981. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


























































Operating the Bridlington 
open-top bus service 100 is 902 
(926 GTA), a 1961 convertible 
open-top Metro-Cammell- 
bodied Leyland Atlantean 
PDRI/I acquired from Western 
National in 1982. The Atlantean 
was named ‘Flamborough Star’ 
by East Yorkshire and later 
renumbered 626 during 1986. 

It was sold in 1990 bearing 
registration NKH 296A. 


Leyland National Series B No 186 
(EAT I86T) was later rebuilt by 
East Lancs as a Leyland National 
Greenway in 1992. The resultant 
vehicle was numbered 259 and 
reregistered ML 2159. It became 
driver training vehicle 9906 in 
2000 and was sold to Steveand 
Training in 2006. 

No 674 (VKH 674) was East 
Yorkshire’s sole Albion 
Aberdonian and carried Park 
Royal bodywork. It was acquired 
for services in the Pocklington 
area around which its 7ft 6ins 
width was required. It was 
converted to a left luggage 
office in 1968 and sold to United 
four years later for the same 
purpose. Preservation beckoned 
in 1975, the restored bus is 
seen here during a Blackpool to 
Southport run according to the 
nearside windscreen label. The 
Albion is currently owned by 
Malcolm Wright, who also owns 
Bridgemaster No 725. 

All: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 

RECENT RELEASES 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


BF 172 North Lincolnshire 

£10.00 

BF 171 Barnsley, Wakefield and Dewsbury 

£10.00 

BF 170 Cambridgeshire 

£10.00 

BF 169 Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes & Kirkcaldy. 

£12.00 

BF 168 Inverness, Elgin & Aberdeen 

£10.00 

BF 167 Greater Manchester August 2017 

£12.00 

BF 166 Kent June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 165 South Wales Valleys June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

£10.00 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

£10.00 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 160 North Hampshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

£8.00 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

£10.00 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

£10.00 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

£12.00 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

£10.00 

BF 151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

£10.00 

BF 150 North West London October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 149 South Clydeside October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 148 South Staffordshire August 2016 

£10.00 

BF 147 Derbyshire West August 2016 

£7.00 

LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 


LB 108 West Midlands 1997 & 2001 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry 1996 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 78 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich 2003 64 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend 1996 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth 1996 71 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

£10.00 

LB 100 Colchester & Chelmsford 1997 & 2002 

£12.00 

LB 099 Brighton Part 2 65 Min 1995 & 9 

£10.00 

LB 098 Brighton Part 1 60 Min 1994 & 8 

£10.00 

LB 097 Eastbourne & Worthing 67 Min 1994-7 

£10.00 

LB 096 Bristol & Bath 62 Min 1999—2000 

£10.00 

PUBLICATIONS 


Northern General Group 1950—1986 

£9.75 

Focusing on the Bristol VR 

£9.75 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 1 

£6.00 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 2 

£6.00 

Out Now, North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 

£9.00 


BUSFLIX 172 

North Lincolnshire 



lovember 2017 51 Minutes £10 


Filmed in Scunthorpe, Grimsby 
and Lincoln. 



NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 


41 Colour and Black & white 
pictures never seen before. 




Focusing on the 
czna 



BRISTOL V.K. 



WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Mon—Fri evenings 1900—2200) 01709 769507 or by mail 

Please make cheques payable to D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST 

P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 (Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). 


Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at bus rallies all over the UK 























Rear-engined double- 
deckers have taken on 
several non-PSV roles 
that were previously the 
domain of their front- 
engined predecessors for 
many years. Here is a 
collection of 1970s and 
1980s standards... 

Right: This 1978 Northern 
Counties-bodied Leyland 
Fleetline was new to Greater 
Manchester PTE as its 8024 
(ANA 24T) and subsequently 
passed to operators in 
Norfolk and Oxfordshire. 

Its present registration 
GVF 954T has been carried 
since the 2006 removal of its 
potentially valuable original. 
The Fleetline has been a static 
office and alternative art 
studio in east London since 
2012. DAVID LONGBOTTOM 
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Opposite page, bottom: Former Greater 
Manchester PTE 8565 (ANA 565Y), a 
1982 Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean AN68D/1R, was acquired 
by West Sussex County Council for 
tree-lopping duties after use on Bath 
sightseeing tours with Ryan’s Coaches. 

It is seen in Mid Lavant during July 2008. 
DAVID JUKES 

Right: Identical ex-Greater Manchester 
PTE sister 8671 (A67I HNB), a 1983 
Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean AN68D/1R, was a party 
play bus in the Eltham area of south¬ 
east London when seen in July 2015. 

It remains in the same role but now 
entertains the children of Crewe and 
Stoke-on-Trent. DAVID JUKES 
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Above: Ex-Leeds City Transport 
DUA 473K, a 1971 Roe-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean PDR2/I, has been used by 
Yorkshire Post Newspapers as a partial 
open-top promotional vehicle for several 
years, as seen here in August 2013. 

DAVID LONGBOTTOM 


Right: Some find exotic vehicles, others 
photograph the erotic... Former 
London Transport M555 (GYE 555W), 
a 1981 MCW Metrobus, is seen outside 
the Olympia exhibition halls during 
November 2011 promoting the following 
year’s show for consenting adults (the 
photographer was on route to his office 
— honest!). DAVID JUKES 


WRKSHRE POST 
Evening jPost 

VOSTCiassifted 

0113 292 9000 


UA 473K 
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Top: Parked on Birmingham’s Victoria Square in September 
2014 is TPD II8X, a 1982 Roe-bodied Leyland Olympian new to 
London Country as its LRI8. It is seen assisting the Guide Dogs’ 
campaign to transform bus travel for people with sight loss 
through use of on-board audio real-time information. 

TOM GRAHAM 

Above: The ‘Farmyard Flyer’ is an Optare-bodied Leyland 
Olympian new to Cambus as its No 500 (E500 LFL) in 1988. It is 
seen in Darlington town centre during September 2015 shortly 
after finishing a day’s educational duties. DAVID MITCHELL 

Left: Seen in the shadow of Tower Transit’s Westbourne Park 
Garage during September 2013 is former Tyne & Wear PTE 
C645 LFT, a 1986 Alexander RH-bodied Leyland Olympian. 

It is used as an immobile advertising hoarding and store for a 
tyre supplier, arriving here in 2008 after service with A2B of 
Walsall. DAVID LONGBOTTOM 
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Orders for all your Bus Handbooks and other Transport Books may be placed with our 
mail order department. Tb order, simply telephone the order line. Payment may he made by 
Visa, Mastercard, Cheque or Postal Order. We also specialise in Hong Kong sourced die-cast 
models and Rietze models. For the latest models please call the order line. 


9am-9pm Monday-Thursday 


01952 255669 


or 24/7 on our website: www.britishbuspublishing.co.uk 

British Bus Publishing , 16 St. Margaret's Drive, Telford TF1 3PH 















PARCELS 

CARRIED 


DAVID JUKES presents another 
collection of older vehicles on running 
day and service duties. 


CROSS-PENNINE ARAB 


A running day was held in Otley on 15 October 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
West Yorkshire Road Car’s acquisition of 
Samuel Ledgard. The Yorkshire Heritage Bus 
Company’s former Accrington all-Guy Arab III 
No 10 (KTC 615) was one of the many vehicles 
taking part and is seen on North Parade. 
Picture: DAVID MITCHELL 


HALCYON DAYS IN WILTSHIRE 


This year s Warminster Running Day brought 
together a splendid range of vehicles on I 
October. (I) Framed by the rear window of 
1959 Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol 
Lodekka LD6G 969 EHW at Codford is Lewis 
Coaches of Henstridge JDV 754, a 1947 Duple 
Vista-bodied Bedford OB new to Mortehoe 
and Woolacombe Coaches. (2) Awaiting 
departure from Westbury railway station is 
Quantock Heritage’s former Barton Transport 
No 467 (JNN 384), a 1948 forward-entrance 
lowbridge Duple-bodied Leyland Titan PDI. 
Pictures: PAUL JENKINS (I) / CLIVE WILKIN 
(2) 
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MUNICIPAL PRIDE 

(I) First Potteries’ Stoke-on- 
Trent garage held an open day 
on 24 September in conjunction 
with the Potteries Connection 
Running Day. Turning from 
Chadwick Street into Normacot 
Road on a shuttle service from 
the Gladstone Pottery Museum to 
the garage is former Huddersfield 
Corporation No 472 (HVH 
472D), a 1966 East Lancs-bodied 
Daimler CVG6LX-30. (2) In 2008 
First West Yorkshire painted 
1999 Alexander Royale-bodied 
Volvo Olympian T663 VWU in a 
commemorative livery to mark 
125 years of public transport in 
Huddersfield. It is currently in 
the Harrogate Coach Travel fleet 
and still carries its traditional 
Huddersfield Corporation 
colours when seen crossing 
the River Wharfe at Wetherby 
on 7 October. (3) Stockport 
Corporation No 91 (MJA89IG), 
a 1969 East Lancs-bodied Leyland 
Titan PD3/I4 that was the UK’s 
last rear-loader to enter service, 
is seen in Corporation Street, 
Manchester, on 21 October. With 
much more modern architecture 
in the background, it is seen 
working a shuttle service to the 
‘Sixties Weekend’ at Manchester’s 
Museum of Transport. 

Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL (I) / 
DAVID LONGBOTTOM (2 & 3) 


























































ON THE ROAD 



THE DUBLINERS 


Good numbers of former Dublin Bus Alexander (Belfast)- 
bodied Volvo Olympians remain in use on contract duties 
after the removal of step-entrance double-deckers from 
stage carriage service. (I) Seen heading along Castlegate 
in Huddersfield on 26 September is Yorkshire Greenline 
GRZ 4713. This was new to Dublin Bus in 1999 as its 
RV548 (99-D-548) and re-registered T339 YAW on 
import to this country. (2) The following day found 
Sweyne Coaches of Swinefleet (near Goole) P536 SWC, 
new as Dublin Bus RV330 (97-D-330) in 1997, leaving 
its home village to take up school work. (3) Harrogate 
Coach Travel S6I2 KBA remained in Dublin Bus livery 
when seen in York with the Minster as a backdrop on 7 
October. The 1998-built bus was new as RV445 (98-D- 
20445), entering UK service with Bullocks of Cheadle in 
2009. (4) 1999-built T475 KDM was originally Dublin Bus 
RV477 (99-D-477), passing to Happy Al’s of Birkenhead in 
2010 then Harrogate Coach Travel, with which it is seen 
at Walton (near Wetherby). Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL 
(I) / DAVID LONGBOTTOM (2-4) 
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WEST END RMs 

A daytrip to the capital on 14 
October 2017 found many former 
London Transport AEC / Park 
Royal Routemasters in use across 
the West End. Laying over in 
Northumberland Street is Ghost 
Bus Tours’ RM2203 (CUV 203C), 
a 1965-built example that was 
converted to partial open-top 
form with rear platform doors 
when part of the Mac Tours 
fleet in Edinburgh between 2001 
and 2012. Subsequent owner 
Ensignbus converted the bus to 
full open-top form in 2012. Several 
of Arriva London’s heritage fleet 
Routemasters were operating a 
special service to Lancaster Gate 
in connection with a citywide 
eating out celebration. RML90I 
(WLT 901) is seen between 
such duties at Marble Arch with 
an example of London’s New 
Routemaster. A recent addition 
to the Brigit’s Bakery fleet is 
1967-built RML2686 (SMK 686F), 
seen traversing the east side of 
Marble Arch while operating a 
lunchtime tour. 

Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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The London Bus Museum has recently repainted its former London Transport 
AEC Q into the pre-war Green Line livery it briefly wore in service. NICK LARKIN 
reports on this fine vehicle and other ongoing Museum projects. 



It was really an honourable and almost 
emotional experience to see and 
photograph the London Bus Museum’s 
(LBM) 1935 AEC Q-type Q83C 
(CGJ 188) with part of the legendary 
Brooklands motor racing circuit as a 
backdrop. The Q, resplendent in the 
beautiful Green Line livery worn during 
its brief coaching stint in 1937/38, 
glimmered in the autumn sun with its 
side-mounted AEC engine evocatively 
ticking over. 

Both bus and venue represent 1930s’ 
essence, when Brooklands — which 
actually opened in 1907 — hosted many 
prestigious motor races. It was in 1935, the 
year of Q83C’s manufacture, that John 
Cobb set a speed record of 143.44mph 
on the Brooklands banking in his 24 litre 
Napier Railton, currently preserved at 
Brooklands Museum as are several of the 
many aircraft later built on site. 

It is perhaps miraculous Q83C and 
much of Brooklands survive as both 


so nearly disappeared; but we will first 
examine the Q in more detail before 
turning our attention to some of the other 
ongoing LBM projects. 

LONDON’S Q 

The AEC Q was a revolutionary chassis 
design, in many ways far too ahead of its 
time, fitted with a side- mounted engine 
immediately behind the offside front 
wheel. It was the brainchild of AEC’s 
Chief Engineer John Rackham who 
gained experience of similar concepts 
while working for Yellow Bus in the USA. 

Prototype Q1 (GX 5395), with 
bodywork built at London General 
Omnibus Company’s Chiswick Works, 
went into LGOC service on 5 September 
1932 at Hammersmith Garage, which ran 
it on route 11E between Liverpool Street 
and Shepherds Bush. This bus, coded 
1Q1, was fitted with a 7.4litre petrol- 
engine; its London Transport-acquired 
successors would be diesel-powered. 


experimental 
double-deckers, based on the model 
761 AEC Q, were acquired by LT in 1934. 
Q2/3 (AYV 615/616) with front-entrance 
Metro-Cammell bodies (coded 2Q2) were 
allocated to the Central Bus fleet while 
Q4B/5B (BPG 507, BPJ 224), fitted with 
centre-entrance Weymann bodywork 
(coded 3Q3), formed part of the Country 
Bus allocation. 

A production run of Country Area 
single-deck buses based on the improved 
model 0762 AEC Q, with 37-seat 
Birmingham Carriage and Wagon 
Company forward-entrance bodies, 
followed in 1935/36. The 102 4Q4-coded 
vehicles were numbered Q6B-105B, 186B 
and 187B (BXD 527-539/541/540/542-576, 
CGJ 161-210 and CLE127/128). 


Above: The Q looks magnificent against 
a backdrop of the historic Brooklands 
motor racing circuit. The longitudinally- 
sloped roof clearly identified the BRCW- 
bodied AEC Qs, a feature emphasised by 
the horizontal roof boards. The engine is 
mounted immediately behind the offside 
front wheel. NICK LARKIN 
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Right: Ten 4Q4s received LT Central 
Area red livery in the early-1950s. Q83 
later replicated these as seen on Wisley 
Airfield during the 2009 Cobham Bus 
Museum Spring Gathering. DAVID JUKES 

Below: The surviving complete ex-LT 
AEC Qs were united at Brooklands 
on 18 October 2015 to celebrate their 
80th birthdays. The London Transport 
Museum’s Q55, in post-war Country Area 
green and cream livery, stands alongside 
red Q83. Q55 lacks the grill, route board 
brackets and other modifications made 
to Q83 for its brief coaching role. 

DAVID JUKES 

A further 80 Qs with 37-seat front- 
entrance Park Royal bodies (coded 5Q5) 
followed in 1936 as Q106-185 (CLE 129- 
208). All were intended for the Central 
Area but the last 27 deliveries were 
instead diverted to the Country Bus fleet. 
A further experimental double-deck Q 
was received the same year — six-wheeled 
Green Line coach Q188 (DGO 500) with 
central-entrance Park Royal bodywork 
(coded 7Q7). 

Park Royal also bodied the final Q 
deliveries — single-deck forward-entrance 
Green Line coaches Q189C-238C 
(CXX 382-406, DGX 220-244) of 
1936/37, coded 6Q6. 

More Q coaches entered service during 
1937 in the shape of 27 1935-built 4Q4 
buses modified for use on Green Line 
services as Q81C-105C, 186C/187C (coded 
1/4Q4/1). A minimum of work was carried 
out for their new role: a change of livery 
and fleetname plus the fitting of luggage 
racks, saloon heaters, route board brackets 
and a distinctive front grill. Their time 
with Green Line was short owing to 


displacement by new lOTlO-code AEC 
Regals in 1938; grills, luggage racks and 
brackets remained as reminders of past 
glories after transfer to Country bus 
duties. 

Ironically nine 4Q4s were painted 
grey during the Second World War for 
services to the Vickers Aircraft Works at 
Brooklands, but Q83 was not one of these. 
Neither was it one of the ten examples 
transferred to the Central Area’s Kingston 
Garage in later life and painted red. 

Q83 (CGJ 188) 

Q83 was registered on 1 November 1935 
and delivered to Dorking Garage, but in 
1936 it was converted into a Green Line 
coach as described above. In common 
with its 4Q4 sisters, the front inward¬ 
facing seats next to the driver were 
removed and a full-width bulkhead fitted, 
reducing seating capacity to just 35. 

Wartime saw the bus fitted with 
perimeter seating to provide space for 20 


standing passengers, while some damaged 
roof panels were replaced with steel sheet. 
The AEC Q’s unusual design did not stop 
the single-deck buses and coaches leading 
a full service life; Q83 was not withdrawn 
until 18 May 1953, by then allocated to 
Northfleet Garage. 

Q83 was sold the following January 
to Dr J R Preston of the Old People’s 
Welfare Committee, Sutton Coldfield. 

It was maintained by Midland Red and 
modified for its new role with the fitting of 
a wheelchair lift, washbasin and toilet. 

Harry Pick, manager of the AEC 
Service Department at West Bromwich, 
first acquired Q83 for preservation in 
1961. Lour years later, Ian Sergeant, a 
long-time LBM member and fan of the Qs 
since his schooldays, placed an advert in 
Old Motor Magazine appealing for details 
of then-surviving examples. 

A lack of response meant Ian bought 
a car instead, but a letter arrived in 
January 1966 from Mr R N Hannay 
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Top, left to right: Q83’s seating will 
eventually be retrimmed in pre-war style. 

The front bulkhead and communicating 
door were fitted to the 4Q4 AEC Qs 
during the spring and summer of 1936 
to provide a full-width cab. Two inward 
facing passenger seats next to the driver 
were removed. 

The Q’s sparse cab lacks even a 
speedometer. All: NICK LARKIN 

Upper: Q83 is primed and ready for the 
trip to London Bus and Truck. 

DAVID BOWKER 

Centre: The Q was far ahead of its time 
and closer to today’s practices than its 
contemporaries. Single rear wheels 
allowed the differential to be positioned 
as far to the offside as possible, removing 
awkward angles within the type’s 
transmission. NICK LARKIN 

Bottom: The Q’s rear axle was located as 
far back as practicably possible to aid 
weight distribution and enable a simpler 
transmission alignment. Larger and 
wider than standard tyres were fitted. 
NICK LARKIN 


of Staffordshire concerning Q83. Ian 
appealed for help from the London 
Omnibus Traction Society (LOTS) which 
was regrettably unable to assist after 
saving Craven-bodied RT1431. 

Fortunately, Ian attended a LOTS 
meeting and met Bill Cottrell, Mike 
Beamish and Pete Nichols. They pooled 
resources and acquired Q83 in October 
1966. 

Accommodation was eventually 
found in premises run by the Maidstone 
& District and East Kent Bus Club 
at Pluckley, Kent, where the bus was 
repainted from its orange and grey livery 
into green undercoat, while Bill Cottrell’s 
father, a commercial bodybuilder by trade, 
restored the Q’s rear end. 

The bus was later moved to London 
Transport’s Stonebridge Garage, where 
no work was permitted, before Valliant 
Coaches allowed use of its premises on 
Sundays. A repaint into two-tone green 
and white was completed in 1970. 
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Q83 was among the first vehicles 
into Cobham Bus Museum when the 
premises were acquired in 1972. Various 
mechanical maladies were dealt with and 
the rear floor, rear bench seat and luggage 
racks rebuilt. The Q was eventually 
repainted into Green Line livery by LPC 
Coachworks of Hounslow, the fresh 
look set off with adapted Green Line RF 
wooden route boards. 

Finally, despite engine problems caused 
by water leaking into the cylinder head 
bores, Q83 was readied for the 1973 
Historic Commercial Vehicle Society’s 
London to Brighton run. 

The vehicle was regularly rallied in the 
1970s and remained at Cobham, more 
recently in the London Bus Preservation 
Trust’s ownership after its donation by 
Bill Cottrell, then Q83’s sole owner, on 
1 January 2003. It remained a popular 
performer at events as one of the two 
complete LT AEC Q survivors; the other 
is the London Transport Museum’s 4Q4 
Q55 (BXD 576). The chassis of Q69 (CGJ 
174) also survives and is currently privately 
preserved. 

Q83 ran for many years in the Country 
Area’s green and white livery before 
receiving Central Area red in 2001 at Bill’s 
behest, although not carried by this bus in 
LT service. 

RECENT WORK 

The past year has seen Q83 repanelled as 
appropriate and prepared for repainting. 
Work has also been carried out on the 
sliding door mechanism and steps, and 
a new centre section made for the rear 
chrome trim. 

The front grille has also been 
refurbished: Tt is a dummy fitting on 
this vehicle, so people knew from which 
direction the bus was coming,’ explains 
Museum Rolling Stock Engineer Roger 
Stagg. 

Q83 was sent to Northfleet-based 
London Bus and Truck for repainting, 
arriving in grey primer. Further minor 
bodywork repairs, including work on the 
engine cover, were carried out before the 
Q was treated to coats of hi-build primer 
and two-pack gloss in pre-war Green Line 
colours before being lined out. 

New decals from Squirrel Transfers 
completed the job: ‘We are very pleased 
with the result and the standard of work 
carried out at London Bus and Truck,’ 
says Roger. 


OTHER LONDON BUS MUSEUM PROJECTS 


Three major projects are currently underway 
at the London Bus Museum: 

NS 174 (XO 1048) 

1923 LGOC-bodied AEC NS 

The AEC NS, of which 1184 of the 2385 
built between 1922 and 1928 were owned 
by London General, marked a massive step 
forward in bus design. Its lower chassis enabled 
the fitting of roofed full-height bodywork. 

But Metropolitan Police regulations of 
the time demanded all London double-deck 
buses to be open-topped without a driver’s 
windscreen and run on solid tyres. Many of 
the capital’s later survivors were upgraded 
with an enclosed upper-deck and pneumatic 
tyres before LT withdrew the last examples in 
1937, around which time NSI995 was set aside 
for official preservation. 

NS 174 was acquired by the LBM as part of 
a job lot of three chassis and the remains of 
one body. Mechanical components, including 
a correct specification AEC Al 18 engine, have 
since been sourced. 

Just a small section of original bodywork 
could be used owing to excessive woodworm, 
but construction of a new body using ash 
is progressing. Construction has not been 
easy as most original drawings were binned 
on Chiswick Works’ closure. Photographs 


and even a drawing from the LGOC drivers’ 
handbook have had to be employed, with 
plans drawn up by a CAD technician. ‘We 
discovered every stair riser is of a slightly 
different height and there is not just a single 
curve in the staircase’s outer panel but three 
different curves and three straight lines,’ 
explains project manager Roger Stagg. 




RFI9 (LUC 219) 

1952 Metro-Cammell-bodied 
AEC Regal IV 

Once owned by the late-Colin Curtis and 
since acquired by the LBM, this early RF 
sightseeing coach has required substantial 
bodywork attention. Work around the 
roof-mounted windows and the fitting of a 
replacement ceiling was carried out under 
the leadership of project manager Brian 
Greenfield. The interior is still receiving major 
attention and the engine recently refurbished. 


JXC 2 1948 Bedford 0-Type Mobile Canteen 

This was one often articulated mobile canteen vehicles acquired to replace various converted 
buses. Work is well underway on the trailer, which has a Spurling body and Scammell chassis. 

This vehicle had a second career with Liverpool Corporation after withdrawal by LT in 1959, 
during which its interior was changed. The original seating and tables have been restored and 
substantial reframing carried out. Work has also taken place on the Stuart Turner engine used 
as a generator for the interior lighting and mounted in a compartment behind the rear doors. 
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Above: The Bedford tractor unit JXC 2 
was restored some years ago. Behind is 
NSI74 with construction of its replica 
bodywork progressing well. MRL242 is 
the Optare Metrorider built specially for 
the London Transport Museum without 
much of its offside and rear. 

Below: An engine rebuild progresses 
within the LBM’s workshops. 


Bottom: Just a few clearly-stated items to 
be getting on with... All: NICK LARKIN 



The Q was in relatively good 
mechanical order after a recent top-end 
engine overhaul and attention given to 
the water pump and Autovac. Plans are 
in hand to return the interior to its 1936 
condition when converted by LT to a 
Green Line coach — the current finishes 
are more akin to Q83’s final LT country 
bus specification. 

The final word must go to one of Q83’s 
1966 ownership group. Mike Beamish, 
also a long-time LBM member, concludes: 
The bus has never looked better and I am 
delighted at what has been achieved. 

The four of us who bought it have 
all paid a part in saving the vehicle and 
keeping it over the years, but credit must 
go to Bill Cottrell, who looked after it 
himself for so long. The repaint has been 
sponsored as a tribute to him.’ 



CONCLUSIONS 

These projects showcase the ongoing high- 
standard restoration activity in the LBM’s 
workshop, although much of the work also 
includes the running repair and servicing 
of the operational fleet. 

The facility is staffed entirely by 
volunteers, each of whom are usually 
present one or two days a week. Their 


tasks can include anything from cleaning 
to engine rebuilding or re-upholstery, with 
many of the team time-served in various 
trades. 

Alan Eggleton, one of two LBM 
transport managers, explains how each 
operational bus or coach is inspected 
in-house every ten weeks in accordance 
with present regulations: ‘We have a board 
which lists inspection and MoT dates. 
No-one can argue the dates are not up 
there.’ 

The museum would like to see more 
younger enthusiasts involved and is 
considering an apprentice scheme, though 
nothing is in place yet. 

But in the meantime, each restoration 
project has its own co-ordinated team 
which is left to get on with the job in 
hand with one requirement: Though we 
have a time we would like to see a project 
finished, we never set a deadline,’ considers 
Roger Stagg. ‘If you set deadlines, quality 
can slip. We do not run races, but we get 
there, and we enjoy ourselves.’ 

Our thanks to Roger Stagg, Brian Jones, 
David Bowker and everyone at LBM for 
their help with this feature, also Mike 
Beamish, and Gary Hammatt at London 
Bus and Truck. 
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The Isle of Wight Bus Museum in 
association with CAMRA (Campaign 
for Real Ale) held its fourth Buses , Beer 
and Walks event on 14/15 October 
2017. The event attracts vehicles from 
across the UK to supplement those 
already resident on the island , giving 
many attendees the chance to enjoy 
a short break on the island while 
providing a welcome boost to hoteliers. 
SIMON GILL presents a small selection 
of the 92 buses that helped provide 
the weekend's comprehensive free bus 
services. 

Royal Blue 1318 (BDV 3I8L), a 1973 
Marshall C39F-bodied Bristol LH6L, was 
entered by Steve Cocks who originally 
acquired it in 1999. It carries the National 
Bus Company version of Royal Blue livery 
as carried when new. 

Arriving at Cowes Parade on service P is 
ex-Southern National 1781 (TUO 497), a 
Bristol LS5G with ECW B4IF body new 
in 1956. 
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Some journeys required 
duplicates and Southern Vectis 
573 (YDL 318), a 1962 ECW- 
bodied Bristol Lodekka FS6G now 
operated by Crosville of Weston- 
Super-Mare, is followed through 
Shanklin Old Village by Southern 
Vectis 301 (KDL 885F), the unique 
Duple Northern-bodied Bristol 
RESH6G, which was deputising 
for unavailable Southern Vectis 
Lodekka 570 (YDL 315). 


The Yardley Wood Bus Club 
brought their West Midlands 
Travel Leyland Lynx 1266 (G266 
EOG), seen here at Newport Quay 
after a circular run on service K via 
Ventnorand Niton. 


Also arriving at Newport Quay is 
Southern Vectis 835 (HDL 279) an 
ECW-bodied Bristol LL5G. New 
in 1951, it did not enter service 
until the following year and has 
been privately preserved on the 
island since 1973. 
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The oldest vehicle in service during the 
weekend, and one of several entered by the 
London Bus Museum, was London Transport 
STL2377 (EGO 426), a 1937 AEC Regent 
with LT Chiswick Works-built bodywork. 

It proved very popular operating service 
X between Newport Quay and Ryde and is 
seen reversing into a parking place at the 
former location. 

The weekend’s pleasant weather ensured 
the popularity of open-top bus journeys. 
Southern Vectis 702 (CDL 899), its 1939 
ECW-bodied Bristol K5G that is the oldest 
UK bus still with its original operator, carries 
a good load. 

Restored to its original National Bus 
Company local coach livery is Southern 
Vectis 202 (KDL 202W), a dual-purpose 
ECW-bodied Bristol LHS6L that has been 
privately preserved on the island since 2013. 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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Another Trolley Retrieved 

Trolleybus operations in Wellington, New Zealand, regrettably ended on 31 October 2017, but a fine 
reminder of the system now resides in North Lincolnshire — 1963 British United Traction RETB/I No 82 
(EV 6757). FRANCIS WHITEHEAD and JOHN STAINFORTH tell its story. 


The continuing operation of trolleybuses 
in many other parts of the world is 
recognised by The Trolleybus Museum 
at Sandtoft. It has added examples of 
overseas trolleybuses to its extensive 
collection of British vehicles, not only 
to demonstrate their operators’ history 
but also more recent technological 
developments such as thyristor controls, 
transistor circuitry and air suspension. 

Aachen 22, Liege 425, Limoges 5, 
Porto 140, Marseille 202, Lyon 1704 
and Johannesburg 589 are proof of past 
successes, as is London Transport 1812 


which was repatriated from Spain. 

The Museum’s latest overseas 
acquisition is Wellington 82, a 1963 
Metro-Cammell-bodied British United 
Traction (BUT) RETB/1 that fills 
previously-identified gaps in the Museum’s 
collection as a British-built Leyland- 
designed export single-deck BUT. 

WELLINGTON’S TROLLEYBUSES 

The city’s trolleybus operations began 
with a single AEC vehicle which ran 
between 1924 and 1932. But it was during 
the post-war years that trolleybuses 



gradually replaced Wellington’s trams. 

The initial fleet was formed of ten 1949 
Crossley Empire single-deckers to which 
38 BUT RETB/ls (Nos 11-48), bodied by 
Commonwealth Engineering of Australia, 
were added between 1951 and 1956. 

These were followed in 1958 by a second 
batch of RETB/ls (Nos 49-81) fitted with 
Metro-Cammell (MCCW) bodies. 

No 82 was numerically the first of 
Wellington’s third and final batch of 
RETB/ls which replaced the City’s 
remaining trams, the last of which was 
withdrawn with due ceremony on 2 May 
1964. All 38 BUTs had chassis assembled 
in the former Scammell factory at 
Watford in 1963/4 — by then Leyland 
Motors’ Specialist Vehicle Division. 

The first 19 (Nos 82-100) were shipped 
to New Zealand (NZ) as fully built up 
vehicles with MCCW bodywork while the 
remainder (Nos 101-119) were shipped in 
chassis form to be bodied by New Zealand 
Motor Bodies. No 82 was tested on the 
Walsall trolleybus system on 25 November 
1963 and entered Wellington service on 
13 March 1964, registered P476. 

The body design of Nos 82-100 was of 
similar appearance to the previous batch, 


Top: 25 November 1963, and Wellington 
82 is seen with (presumably) personnel 
from Leyland Motors, MCCW and Walsall 
Corporation during its test run. Note there 
is no fleet number and the trade plates 
are Birmingham-registered. Mr. R. Edgley 
Cox is the gentleman third from the left 
in the front row: can anyone identify who 
the others are, and where in Walsall this 
photograph was taken? 

SANDTOFT TRANSPORT CENTRE LIMITED 
ARCHIVES 

Left: Wellington 82 is seen in service on 12 
August 1981 at the Railway Station, the 
city departure point for most trolleybus 
services. The Brooklyn destination is a 
short working of route 7 to Kingston. The 
pram-carrying compartments are very 
conspicuous. MICHAELJARKA 

Opposite: Still on its flat rack container 
after its voyage from NZ, 82 is manoeuvred 
during the unloading process at Felixstowe. 

STEPHEN OLIVER 
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THE FUTURE IN WELLINGTON - A DISAPPOINTING POSTSCRIPT 


but featured wrap-round rear windows 
— possibly unique amongst MCCW’s 
standard single-deck bus bodies of the 
period. Another difference was paired side 
destination/via screens; the previous batch 
having one, as seen in the photo of 82 at 
the Railway Station with one of the earlier 
batch behind. 

A feature of many NZ buses and 
trolleybuses was a specific pram-carrying 
facility. No 82 has two external open 
lockers on its nearside while other fleets, 
notably Christchurch and Dunedin, fitted 
pram hooks to their trolleybus fronts. 

A rationalisation of NZ vehicle 
registration numbers during the mid- 
1960s caused 82 to be reregistered EV 
6757. It was withdrawn in 1986 when the 
BUTs were replaced by new Coachwork 
International-bodied Volvo B58 
trolleybuses. 


NZ PRESERVATION 

No 82 remained the property of 
Wellington City Transport (WCT) and 
appeared soon after withdrawal at Foxton, 
where the late Ian Little established a 
unique trolleybus line over the public 
roads. Economic reality meant Ian had 
to reduce his collection and, as he owned 
sister No 83, No 82 was transferred to 
the Omnibus Society of New Zealand 
(OSNZ) in 1999 — still as a loan from 
WCT — and moved to the Wellington 
Tramway Museum at Queen Elizabeth 
Park, Paekakariki. Here it spent some 
time stored in an open barn before 
movement outside. 

No 82 was first offered by the OSNZ 
to a UK museum free of charge but 
unfortunately the Trolleybus Museum at 
Sandtoft was then unable to commit to the 
potential cost of taking it. 

Ian Little visited Sandtoft in May 
2007 and, suitably impressed, offered to 
consider shipping 82 to the UK, but he 
sadly passed away the following year. And 


Wellington’s BUTs were replaced during the 
1980s and 1990s by 88 Volvo trolleybuses 
delivered in three batches (write John 
Stainforth and Dave Chick). These were in 
turn replaced by 60 modern-looking low-floor 
Designline trolleybuses between 2003 and 
2009; all sporting the stylish yellow and black 
Go Wellington livery. 

This apparent renewal of confidence 
in electric traction was followed by many 
periods of uncertainty, accompanied by 
network contractions. Most dramatically, 
following an overall review of the City’s 
bus services, Greater Wellington Regional 
Council (GWRC) revealed the proposed 
closures of several major trolleybus routes 
in 2012. 

Two years later GWRC recommended 
closure of the entire 50km system, citing 
the costs of maintaining and upgrading the 
outdated electricity supply infrastructure 
as major factors. It was soon decided to 
implement the final abandonment during 2017. 

It was intended to replace the trolleybuses 
and several older diesel buses with hybrids. 

A key part of achieving this goal was a joint 
project to replace the motive power units 
in the trolleybuses with new hybrid gas- 
turbine/electric power technology developed 
and manufactured by Wrightspeed Inc, a 
California-based supplier of leading-edge 
hybrid refuse and delivery vehicles. 

This remains the official position, but the 


first Wrightspeed conversion has yet to be 
successfully tested and 41 Designline-bodied 
Scania diesel buses were drafted in from 
Auckland to enable the trolleybus system’s 
closure, albeit three months later than 
scheduled. 

The closure decision generated substantial 
local opposition, bolstered by carefully- 
reasoned challenges to the business logic of 
GWRC’s case, but the Council’s substantial 
pro-abandonment majority held firm. Hopes 
were briefly rekindled when a political 
coalition containing pro-trolleybus parties 
took control following the September general 
election. 

But an appeal to the new Transport 
Minister on 30 October to halt the closure 
was declined the next day. Several million 
dollars would have to be spent on cancelling 
contracts with companies which had hired 
staff and equipment to remove the wires, and 
returning decommissioned trolleybuses to 
service. 

To the great disappointment of 
Wellington’s trolleybus supporters, and of 
those British enthusiasts who made their 
final pilgrimages to the opposite side of the 
world, the system closed without ceremony. 
Designline No 384 became Wellington’s last 
trolleybus when it operated the 23.50 service 
from Karori Park to Kilbirnie before entering 
the depot for the last time in the early hours 
of I November. 


organisation of long-distance trolleybus 
shipments was within our capabilities and 
inspired us to explore 82 further. The 
inclusion of 82 s details within the July 2009 
Sandtoft Scene brought a very generous 
pledge towards the shipping costs from an 
anonymous donor so efforts continued to 
find further funds. 


we later discussed 82’s future with OSNZ 
Chairman Peter Rendall during January 
2009. 

But it was the successful return 
of Johannesburg 589 to the UK 
that same spring that confirmed the 


HOMEWARD BOUND 

Discussions started with 

shipping companies and 
agents, while 
trolleybus 
author and 


preservationist 

John 

Whitehead, who 
was visiting NZ 
in May 2009, 
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Above: No 82’s pre-launch testing continued into the Friday evening before the 2016 Gathering; 
as seen here with interior lights aglow around 21.35. DAVID JUKES 


Above: Folding steps are 
positioned alongside 82’s 
exit doorway to enable roof 
access. DAVID JUKES 
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The cab area is neatly laid out; the brake valve with raised 
STOP flag is located to the steering wheel’s left. DAVID JUKES 


No 82 s trolley base. Note the powerful springs to ensure the 
poles maintain contact with the overhead wires and the blue 
power cables, routed through the bodywork to the driver’s cab. 
The timber walkway links the trolley base and pole retaining 
hooks. DAVID JUKES 
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CHRISTMAS BARGAINS GALORE INSIDE! 


This pull-out special is packed with offers for readers of B&CP. 

Simply reply to the advertisers by phone, post or e-mail quoting the reference 'BCPpromotion' 
to place your order. Please note that the offers in this pull-out are limited to one order per 
customer to each individual supplier. All offers end on Wednesday 10 January 2018. 

So don't delay — place your orders now — happy shopping! 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


SAVE UP TO 
50 % 

ON ALL "ASIAN" 
BUS MODELS 

RRP £34.99—£42.99 

NOW £20 

See the full list at www.ywbc.co.uk 


SIMMONS 


TRUCK & BUS 



12311 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT NBC HARRINGTON GRENADIER 


RRP £34.99 


OUR PRICE £19.99 +P&P 


WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


WE WILL BE AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 

27TH DECEMBER 2017 NEC BIRMINGHAM 

1ST JANUARY 201 BUS & COACH PRESERVATION BUS EVENT 
BUTTS LANE, COVENTRY, CV1 3GE 

WHERE WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF BUSES 
WE ALSO SELL OUR PERFUMES AND BRONNLEY PRODUCTS 

BUS & TRUCK COLLECTIONS ALWAYS WANTED 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mcril: annies@live.co.uk 
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RECEIVE £5 OFF 

When you spend £20 or more 
at the Presbus Publishing sales 
stand during this event. 


please present this voucher 

at the TIME OF PUR CHASE - THANK YO U! 

* Discount is only valid on | s t J a £“* r * Ashing tales stand 8 during the event 



in pristine condition with 
one of our B&CP binders. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Normally £7.95 

Offer price 

£7 post-free! 

save over 10% 

Buy six or more to get a 10% 
reduction on the offer price 
— you just can't lose! 

Call Sandra on 

02476 616930 

quoting ‘BCP promotion’ 
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Mail Order Book Service 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 

If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
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inspected 82 and reported it complete and 
in sound condition although in need of a 
repaint inside and out. 

The OSNZ was under increasing 
pressure from the Tramway Museum to 
move 82, which by then had been gifted 
to the Society by New Zealand Bus as 
successors to WCT. 

We still lacked the necessary funds, but 
another anonymous donor came forward 
in May 2012 to complement the earlier 
pledge — we were in business! Quotations 
from the UK and NZ showed shipping 
82 from Wellington using a container 
was possible and markedly cheaper 
than a roll-on roll-off ship, as used to 
return Johannesburg 589 from South 
Africa. 

A passage was booked with the 
Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) 
and marine insurance arranged through 
Rigton Insurance Services, the Museum’s 
broker. OSNZ formally transferred 
ownership of 82 to the Trolleybus 
Museum at Sandtoft for a nominal sum 
and arranged export documentation and 
a tow (courtesy of New Zealand Bus) to 
Wellington Port on 15 October 2012. 

No 82 was craned onto the ER Brisbane 
on 20 October before transferring to the 
Santa Rosanna at Melbourne eight days 
later. This ship set sail for Singapore on 7 


Right: No 82’s loading 
certificate issued on 8 
April 1976. Note the 
different maximum 
passenger loadings 
for stage carriage and 
schools duties. 

DAVID JUKES 

Below: No 82 proved a 
most popular vehicle 
at the 2016 Sandtoft 
Gathering as seen 
here on the Saturday 
afternoon with a full 
load. DAVID JUKES 



November, arriving there on the 23. Here 
the trolleybus was transferred to the MSC 
Eva, one of the world’s largest container 
ships, on 27 November for the last part of 
its journey to the UK, sailing via the Suez 
Canal before berthing at Felixstowe late 
on 18 December where Customs clearance 
followed without a hitch. 

RESTORATION 

Vehicle recovery specialist Derek Spall of 
Woodbridge was secured to move 82 from 
the docks to Thamesdown Transport at 
Swindon for restoration through Bruce 
Lake’s connections with the Ipswich 
Transport Museum, and generously 
offered to keep 82 in his yard until 
weather conditions improved. 


Good news came in late-September 2013 
with the award by Arts Council England 
of a PRISM grant to cover the major part 
of 82’s anticipated restoration costs. But 
a setback followed in spring 2014 when 
Thamesdown Transport advised a policy 
change meant it could no longer undertake 
contract work, so the trolleybus was instead 
taken to First South Yorkshire’s Rotherham 
workshops in May 2014 where restoration 
began almost immediately. 

The exterior was treated to a bare 
metal repaint in banderillo red after 
replacement of corroded panels and 
framework within the roof and nearside 
areas. Seat frames were powder-coated, 
the backs and cushions re-upholstered, 
and the tops — together with handrail 
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THE BUT ETB/I TROLLEYBUS 


Leyland and AEC amalgamated their trolleybus 
activities into British United Traction (BUT) 
in 1946. Production of AEC-designed home 
market and Leyland-designed export models 
was initially based at Leyland’s Kingston-upon- 
Thames factory until its 1948 closure. 

Manufacture was then generally split 
between Southall and Leyland in the same 
manner as the design work, although 
AEC’s production took place at Crossley’s 
Manchester factory from the early-1950s 
until its 1957 closure (AEC acquired Crossley 
Motors in 1948). 

The Leyland-designed two-axle export 
ETB/I trolleybus chassis was introduced 
in 1948. It was designed for front-entrance 
single-deck bodywork with a 2ft floor height 
throughout — a layout unseen on a production 
Leyland motor bus until the Royal Tiger of 
1950 (which had a greater floor height). 


The ETB/I had a 17ft 6ins wheelbase 
for bodywork of 33ft length and 8ft or 8ft 
6ins width. An R or L prefix denoted right 
or left-hand drive respectively. The type’s 
designation unusually remained unchanged 
throughout its production despite subsequent 
specification revisions. 

Most ETB/I chassis were exported to 
operators in Australia, New Zealand, Europe 
and South America. The only domestic 
customer was Glasgow Corporation which 
received II shortened chassis in 1950 (one) 
and 1953 (ten) plus ten 34ft 6ins-length 
examples in 1958. 

Leyland’s former Scammell factory at 
Watford became responsible for BUT spares, 
service and manufacture in the early-1960s. It 
constructed six LETB/ls for Oporto before 
Wellington’s final 38 RETB/I chassis in 1963/4 
— the final BUT trolleybuses built. 


fittings — re-chromed. Entrance and exit 
steps were replaced and the saloon floor 
recovered. Catwalk boards and new roof 
hooks were attached, as was a replacement 
rubber mudguard air-freighted from 
Wellington. 

No 82 left Rotherham on 13 May 2016 
bound for the Sandtoft workshop for 
the checking of electrical circuitry and 
mechanical components. A more major 
task was the refitting of trolley gear 
removed before the UK voyage to reduce 
overall length and height. 

One trolley boom was known to be 
in poor condition and there was some 
suspicion about the other’s integrity. 
Repairing both was not considered wise 
but their 18ft 6ins length was greater than 
any of our spares. 

We identified 82’s trolley gear as Ohio 
Brass manufacture, extensively used in 
the Americas so likely to be available from 
somewhere there. OSNZ had spare booms 
available but time was against moving 
any by sea, and air-freight costs proved 
prohibitive. 

Our friends in the USA, who look after 
the Illinois Railway Museum’s trolleybus 
collection, stepped in and within a few 
days arranged shipping, made a suitable 
crate for two booms, spare carbon inserts 
and trolleybase insulators, and transported 
everything to Chicago for shipment. They 
were amused to find the wording Made in 
England on the Ohio Brass carbon insert 
packaging! 

No 82’s half-shafts were soon replaced 
and the trolleybases cleaned, prepared, 
painted and refitted. Museum electrical 
engineer Bruce Lake rigged up a 600volt 
low current supply to the main circuits and 
— very encouragingly — the compressor 
sprang into life and ran well to build up air 
pressure. 

Above: A multitude of side windows are 
evident, as are the rear-mounted trolley 
retrievers specified by Wellington City 
Transport. 

Left: No 82 completes a 180 degree turn 
beneath one of the Trolleybus Museum’s 
overhead loops showing off the neat lines 
of its curvaceous rear and immaculate 
finish. 

Opposite page: It is quite possible 82 shared 
the overhead with Walsall Corporation 
No 872 (XDH 72), a 1956 Willowbrook¬ 
bodied Sunbeam F4A, back in November 
1963. The two trolleybuses await custom 
at the Museum’s trolleybus terminus on 29 
July 2017. All: DAVID JUKES 
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Various rubber hoses were identified 
for replacement and there were stuck 
valves and air system leaks to address. A 
non-filling door tank was traced to a valve 
which needed cleaning and a new seal, 
sourced and fitted by Ian Metcalfe. 

Bruce also investigated the arrangement 
whereby the brakes are automatically 
applied when power is lost — one of 
Wellington’s fail-safe features not fitted to 
UK trolleybuses. Just one contactor came 
in when power was applied after testing; 
the problem was traced to another safety 
feature — an interlock that required 
the rear doors to be closed before the 
trolleybus could move. 

Work began on testing the low-voltage 
circuits after connecting suitable batteries. 
The front sidelights proved difficult as their 
interiors were almost rusted away, and the 
indicators required switch adjustments. We 
made a cosmetic improvement by replacing 
some of the lamp glasses with the help 
of Operations Director Ian Wilson. His 
colleague Jim Sambrooks made a start on 
the mechanical side by working through 
the standard checklist used for our annual 
vehicle testing. 

The Illinois consignment reached 
Liverpool on 24 May and Manchester two 
days later. New rules require an Economic 
Operator Registration and Identification 
number to import anything to the EU; 
we had to apply to HMRC for one and, 
aggravated by a bank holiday shutdown, 
this significantly delayed the pick up such 


that the crate did not reach Sandtoft until 
Wednesday 8 June — three days before 
82 was expected to run at the Worldwide 
Weekend. 

The booms were quickly unpacked 
and lifted onto 82’s roof that Wednesday 
evening, clamped into the trolleybases on 
the Thursday, and the new boom cables fed 
through and crimped to their respective 
ends late-Thursday and early-Friday. 

Proper testing could now start. No 82 
drew power correctly but the brakes were 
stuck on — another foray underneath 
was required. Test running identified 
more minor adjustments and, with these 
addressed, the trolleybus was declared fit 
to make empty demonstration runs that 
weekend. 

Various snags became apparent over 
the Worldwide Weekend, including the 
troublesome rear-door safety feature, 
but these were successfully dealt with 
to enable 82’s formal launch during the 
Gathering Preview on 30 July 2016, since 
when it has created plenty of interest 
among visitors and staff alike. 

THANKS 

On behalf of the Trolleybus Museum at 
Sandtoft, the Board of Directors wish to 
put on record its grateful thanks to all 
who have helped in any way. Particular 
thanks go to our two anonymous shipping 
sponsors, the Omnibus Society of New 
Zealand, Peter Rendall, Mike Flinn and 


others in New Zealand, John and Rosemary 
Whitehead, Mediterranean Shipping 
Company and its agents, Rigton Insurance 
Services, Derek Spall, Chris West, John 
Shearman, Stephen Oliver, Nigel Peart, 
the Arts Council England, First South 
Yorkshire, Illinois Railway Museum 
(particularly Richard Schauer), various 
suppliers and the TM@S staff, notably Ian 
Metcalfe, Ian Wilson, Bob Whittington, 

Jim Sambrooks and Graham Bilbe. 

Two people deserve special recognition: 
Francis Whitehead co-ordinated the 
project from inception to completion and 
secured the PRISM grant, and Bruce Lake 
oversaw the restoration and liaised with 
First South Yorkshire as work progressed. 
He was also the main force in completing 
the project against a tight schedule after 
82’s transfer to Sandtoft. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


Restoration costs were considerably higher 
than the original estimate owing to the poor 
state of 82’s all-steel body structure in the 
roof and nearside areas. Donations to help 
offset the Museum’s costs will be greatly 
appreciated and they will be delighted to 
hear from you. These may be sent to: The 
Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, 
Doncaster DN8 5SX. Please e-mail: 
trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org or visit: 

www.sandtoft.org 

: Vhe CONSUMPTION of ICE CREAM '/ 

OR OTHER FOODSTUFFS ON THIS 

■, VEHICLE IS PROHIBITED, i 
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One of the most popular events 
towards the end of the annual 

f rally season is the Transport 
Festival organised by the 
Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society, reports SIMON GILL. 
This year's event was held on 
Sunday 5 November 2017 and, 
as always, attracted visitors 
from far and wide. The LVVS 




announced its planned launch 
of two long-term restorations 
this Easter: United BGI47 
(FHN 833), a 1941 ECW-bodied 
Bristol L5G which has taken 
50 years to get back on the 
road, and Eastern National 
4039 (ONO 59), the Bristol K5G 
with ECW lowbridge bodywork 
that has previously featured in 
these pages. We will bring you 
more news of these exciting 
restorations next year! 



Top: One of the older vehicles 
running on the day was Lincoln 
Corporation 64 (BFE 419). It is a 
1941 Roe-bodied Leyland Titan 
TD7 that forms part of the LVVS 
collection. 

Centre: Seen arriving in Lincoln is 
Midland General 296 (DNU 20C) 
a splendid dual-purpose ECW- 
bodied Bristol MW6G. 

Bottom: Arriving at the museum 
with the morning’s first journey 
from the park and ride site is 
Southdown 677 (GUF 727). This 
fine 1947 rear-entrance ECW- 
bodied Leyland Tiger PSI/I has 
been owned by Paul and Joyce 
Jefford since 1972. All: SIMON GILL 
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Early Bristol Lodekkas with 
‘long-apron’ radiator grills are 
relatively rare. This ECW- 
bodied Bristol LD6B was new 
to Lincolnshire Road Car as 
its No 2318 (LFW 326) in 1955 
and is currently part of the 
LVVS collection. SIMON GILL 



Excellent progress has been made by LVVS volunteers on the 
restoration of former United BGI47 (FHN 833), a 1941 ECW- 
bodied Bristol L5G. Its formal launch at the Society’s Easter 
2018 is eagerly anticipated. NICK LARKIN 


Also expected to be ready for an Easter 2018 launch is former 
Eastern National 4039 (ONO 59), a lowbridge ECW-bodied 
Bristol K5G of 1949, at the LVVS Museum. NICK LARKIN 
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Turner’s Daimler Fleetline No 10 (JBF I69N) returned to its Staffordshire home 30 years after 
its sale to PMT with the Turner’s business. SIMON GILL reports. 


There were few small independent 
operators buying new double-deck buses in 
the 1970s. Those that did tended to serve 
well-established communities; one such 
operator was S. Turner and Sons Ltd based 
in the Staffordshire Moorlands village of 
Brown Edge, near Stoke-on-Trent. 

Known locally as ‘Sammy’s Buses’, the 
company enjoyed a significant public 
loyalty and its buses and coaches were 
always very well presented. Turner’s 
sold out to Potteries Motor Traction 
(PMT) on 31 October 1987 but retains 
tremendous admiration in the village 
which we discovered when No 10 (JBF 
169N), a Daimler Fleetline with Northern 
Counties body, arrived a few days before 


the thirtieth anniversary and caused quite 
a stir amongst the locals! 

TURNER’S 

The business was started by Samuel 
Turner in August 1922 with a service 
from Brown Edge to Hanley via Norton, 
Smallthorne and Sneyd Green using 
a 14-seat Model T Ford with Lawton 
body. The Model T was replaced by a 
Leyland A9 in 1925 as passenger numbers 
increased; this in turn was followed by a 
larger 26-seat Leyland the following year. 
All were bought new. 

Further growth came with the 
introduction of a works service to 
Whitfield colliery and a Wednesday-only 


market-day service to Leek. The fleet’s 
first double-decker, a 1937 Leyland Titan 
TD4 with Metro-Cammell body (No 
1, RJ 7013), was acquired from Salford 
Corporation in October 1950. 

Gradual expansion saw more Leyland 
Titans and AEC Regents arrive including 
a five-year-old all-Leyland Titan PD2/1 
from Hart of Coppull in December 1953 
as No 10 (JTC 912). It was a significant 
purchase because Samuel Turner’s liking 
for the ‘Tudor maroon’ and ‘regency 
cream’ livery in which it arrived was such 

A timeless scene of Turner’s No 10 
(JBF I69N) at the bus stop outside 
St. Anne’s Church, Brown Edge. 

SIMON GILL 
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that he adopted it as standard for the bus 
fleet (coaches retained the original green 
and cream livery). The maroon is so dark 
that it is often mistaken for dark brown. 

Samuel Turner ordered his first new 
double-decker in 1957 but sadly died 
shortly before its delivery that December. 
His family decided to continue and 
incorporated the business as S Turner 
and Sons Ltd; the new bus materialising 
as No 11 (245 TRF), a 61-seat Massey¬ 
bodied Leyland Titan PD2/30. Three 
further Titans joined the fleet during the 
next seven years as the purchase of new 
double-deckers became standard practice. 

TEN FLEETLINES 

Turner’s bought new Northern Counties- 
bodied Daimler Fleetlines regularly 
from 1967 onwards. Eight were acquired 
together with two second-hand Park 


Royal-bodied examples from London 
Transport, the details of which are shown 
in the accompanying table. 

The style of Northern Counties bodies 
fitted to the Fleetlines varied over the 
years. Initial purchases featured fairings 
above the engine bustle while later 
deliveries eliminated this feature, the last 
few also carrying the attractive Greater 
Manchester standard body design. 

Turner’s became a Gardner convert 
after many years of buying Leylands 
for its bus fleet, but these engines were 
sometimes difficult to get hold of during 
the 1970s. This caused the acquisition 
of two Leyland-engined CRL6 models, 
although two earlier Fleetlines exchanged 
their Gardner engines for the Leyland 
units on withdrawal. Neighbouring 
independent Stoniers of Goldenhill duly 
bought TRF 172G powered by a Leyland 


Above left: The sight that greeted Martyn 
Hearson near Hanover on 15 January 
2007; JBF I69N complete and still in 
Amberley Travel livery. 

Above: Painting in progress with 
undercoat completed on 5 May 2008. 

Both: MARTYN HEARSON 

Below: Pulling up outside Brown Edge Post 
Office which was a busy bus stop and the 
location of many photographs of Turner’s 
buses over the years. SIMON GILL 

0.680 engine, technically making it a 
CRL6. 

The two DMS Fleetlines acquired from 
LT, OJD 128/164R were not popular 
with crews and were sold in 1987, shortly 
before the sale to PMT. They were 
replaced by a pair of four-year-old Roe¬ 
bodied Leyland Olympians new to West 
Yorkshire PTE as its 5078 and 5079 
(EWY78/79Y). 
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This page: 



Top: Rear nearside view of 
JBF I69N showing the 
well-rounded roof dome 
of its Northern Counties 
bodywork. 

Upper left: Cab detail with 
easily accessible main 
controls and instruments. 

Upper right: The rear- 
ascending staircase and used 
ticket boxes. Not many buses 
of this size seat 77 passengers 
nowadays! 

Lower left: JBF l69N , stidy 
upper deck looking aft. 

Bottom: JBF I69N outside 
St. Anne’s Church, Brown 
Edge — a once familiar view 
many years ago. 


Opposite page: 

Main picture: With the kind 
permission of the owner of 
Turner’s former garage, No 
10 pulls out of the depot just 
as it did 30 years agoL 

Inset: Turner’s notices still in 
place inside their old depot in 
Brown Edge including a fleet 
list dated November 1987 
showing the allocated PMT 
fleet numbers. 

All: SIMON GILL 
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PMT TAKES OVER 

Alan Turner sold the business to PMT 
upon his retirement; the last day of 
operation was Saturday 31 October 1987. 
PMT took over the following day and 
retained Turner’s as a separate subsidiary 
for almost a year, with the trading name 
and livery continuing for several years 
more. The two Leyland Olympians and 
three newest Fleetlines changed hands as 
PMT Nos 748-752 respectively, as did four 
coaches which were numbered 79-82. 

Turner’s Brown Edge garage was closed 
on 3 September 1988 and its allocation 
transferred to Hanley. Timtronic ticket 
equipment simultaneously replaced 
the manual Setright machines used on 
Turner’s services, while the main Turner’s 
route from Hanley to Brown Edge, which 
was originally numbered 49 by PMT, was 
renumbered 69. 

PMT’s route 9 from Hanley to Fegg 
Hayes via Sneyd Green was also converted 
from minibus to double-deck operation 
and, to provide an additional vehicle for 
this service, PMT Leyland Olympian No 
740 (A740 GFA) was 
repainted in Turner’s 
livery, although 
its maroon was 
more akin 


to that used by Chester City Transport. 
PMT subsequently repainted several other 
buses into Turner’s livery including another 
Olympian, a few Leyland Nationals and 
some Mercedes-Benz 709D minibuses. 

JBF I69N 

Turner’s No 10 (JBF 169N) is fitted 
with a rather austere Northern Counties 
low-height body similar in style to near- 
simultaneous deliveries to Teesside and 
Harper Brothers of Heath Hayes. New in 
March 1975, it was fitted with a Gardner 
6LX engine from an earlier Fleetline 
when the latter was withdrawn. No 10 
was the oldest of three Fleetlines that 
passed to PMT; its new fleetnumber, 

750, was later applied in silver. 

It was delicensed during summer 
1989 and replaced by PMT Leyland 
National 252 (XEH 252M), which was 
repainted in Turner’s livery, before 
finally being withdrawn in October 
1989 along with the 
other Fleetlines, 751 
(AFA489S) and 752 
(LVT 699V). 


JBF 169N was sold to Isle Coaches 
of Owston Ferry, Lincolnshire, but did 
not stay long before passing via dealer, 
T. Goodwin of Carlton, to Amberley 
Travel of Pudsey in July 1990. Although 
fully repainted into Amberley livery, it 
was never used but sold to a German 
nightclub on 26 September 1990. 


A RARE FIND 

Martyn Hearson was alerted by a friend in 
early-2007 to the listing on German eBay 
of a British double-decker bus for sale. 
Unbelievably it was Turner’s JBF 169N 
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which was assumed to have been scrapped 
by then. Martyn loaded his van with tools, 
batteries and sandwiches before making 
a hasty ‘day trip’ from Stoke-on-Trent to 
Hanover with a friend. 

On arrival they discovered JBF 169N 
was in surprisingly good condition, despite 
having lain unused for almost seventeen 
years, and retained a somewhat-faded 
Amberley Travel livery. After fitting the 
batteries and checking fluid levels, the 
Gardner engine started easily leading 
their German hosts to comment: This 
motor is better than Mercedes and MAN!’ 
A price of €2,000 was agreed there and 
then but that was the easy bit — how to 
get it back to the UK was the big issue. 

Too slow for the Autobahns, low bridges 
in towns, leaking air tanks, a broken 
fuel tank strap, and brakes of unknown 
pedigree all had to be considered. 

‘Straight barring’ — where a vehicle is 
towed by a solid bar — is not permitted 
in Germany or France, added to which 
the bus was too tall for a low loader or 
suspended tow. 


The answer was to call in the 
professionals with the job contracted 
to the very helpful firm of Mick Gould 
Commercials of Flimwell. The front 
wheels were removed to reduce the 
Fleetline’s height and the bus was first 
towed from Hanover to Flimwell, then on 
to Stoke-on-Trent later as a ‘back-load’. 

JBF 169N duly arrived at Reliance Bus 
Works on 25 March 2007 but the outfit 
proved to be too long to shunt the Fleetline 
into the yard, a quick jump-start saw the 
bus drive in under its own power instead. 

PRESERVATION 

Just a light restoration was needed as No 
10 was in relatively good condition. A new 
rear spring was fitted, and the gearbox 
changed before the Fleetline received 
a good service. The bus was readied for 
exterior painting after changing a few 
damaged panels, cleaning the interior and 
seats, and repainting the floor. 

The Turner family kindly provided 
Martyn with a litre of Tudor maroon paint 
for matching to ensure the correct colour 


No 10 is reunited for the first time since 
1989 with No 8 (LVT 699V) at the 2014 
POPS Rally. The difference in Northern 
Counties body style on each bus is clear. 

SIMON GILL 

was applied. Painting took place outside 
in the RBW yard at the beginning of May 
2008 and JBF 169N made its rally debut 
at the Potteries Omnibus Preservation 
Society rally on 11 May 2008. Martyn 
decided to change a few more panels after 
the rally to make the bus as presentable 
as possible and it remains in a very tidy 
in-service condition today. 

A momentous event occurred for Martyn 
and other fans of the North Staffordshire 
independent bus scene at the 2014 POPS 
rally. It was there that JBF 169N was seen 
together with LVT 699V, Turner’s final 
new bus purchase, for the first time since 
withdrawal in 1989. The latter languished 
in the yard of Helms of Eastham before 
owner John Cherry progressed its 
restoration to the point where it was able to 
attend the rally at the Britannia Stadium. 

REMARKABLE RETURN 

Those who drive classic buses and coaches 
will be aware of the public’s reactions, 
with many stopping, smiling and pointing 
as they are passed by. We received an 
unbelievable response from the Brown 
Edge residents when JBF 169N returned 
to the village for our photoshoot, ably 
demonstrating the high regard people still 
have for the firm, 30 years on. 

Many came out of their homes and 
stopped their cars to take photographs, 
and the owner of the Turner’s garage 
voluntarily cleared cars off his forecourt 
so that the bus could be driven part way 
into its former home. Still hanging on the 
depot walls were photographs of Turner’s 
buses and notices which included a fleet 
list with allocated PMT numbers. 

The local Postmaster brought out a 
model bus repainted in Turner’s livery and 
a local resident recalled her courting days 
on ‘Sammy’s buses’. Even mothers with 
children stopped their cars to evoke their 
own journeys to school. We also met Geoff 
Turner and his wife; it was Geoff’s father, 
Alan, who sold the company to PMT. 

All this shows how a relatively plain 
Daimler Fleetline can bring real pleasure 
to people and, if nothing else, confirms 
why the preservation of buses and coaches 
is so important. Many thanks to Martyn 
Hearson for his help with this feature. 


TURNER’S FLEETLINES 


Fleet No 

Registration 

Chassis 

Bodywork 

New 

9 

BRF 733E 

Daimler CRG6 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Jan 1967 

8 

TRF I72G 

Daimler CRG6LX 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Feb 1969 

7 

JBF99IH 

Daimler CRG6LX 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Jun 1970 

6 

VBF 799J 

Daimler CRG6LX 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Feb 1971 

5 

JRF 446K 

Daimler CRL6 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

May 1972 

10 

JBF I69N 

Daimler CRL6 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Mar 1975 

9 

AFA 489S 

Leyland FE30AGR 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Jul 1978 

8 

LVT 699V 

Leyland FE30AGR 

Northern Counties H44/33F 

Apr 1980 

5 

OJD I28R* 

Leyland FE30AGR 

Park Royal H45/32F 

Aug 1976 

6 

OJD I64R* 

Leyland FE30AGR 

Park Royal H45/32F 

Oct 1976 


* New to London Transport as DMS2128 & 2164 respectively. Acquired 1982. Originally H44/24D 
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Nottingham Heritage 

Vehicles Charity 

The Old Bus Garage, Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts. NG15 7SF Registered Charity No. 1155404 



As the year draws to a close we wish to 
say a huge THANKYOU to all our 
supporters nationwide 

Please follow our website &facebook pages for all 
our latest news and details of future events 


To join our supporters group and be part of the team restoring the 
vintage fleet or to simply be kept upto date with our progress 
please email enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 


www.nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 




















Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Independent ’Deckers 



Staffordshire was noted for 
the number of independent 
bus operators within 
its boundary. Passenger 
loadings were such that 
several operated double¬ 
deck buses, many bought 
new or nearly so. We look 
back at a colourful pre¬ 
corporate livery era. 


Seen outside Brown Edge 
Post Office in its home town 
is Turner’s No 6 (VBF 799J), 
a Northern Counties-bodied 
Daimler Fleetline CRG6LX 
bought new in 1971. 

Returning to Brown Edge 
is almost identical sister 
No 5 (JRF 446K), a 1972 CRL6 
which exchanged its Leyland 
0.680 engine for a Gardner 
unit removed from an older 
Fleetline before the latter’s 
sale. 
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STONIIRS 



Stoniers of Goldenhill operated many second-hand 
Leylands including EKR I53L, a 1972 Northern Counties- 
bodied Atlantean AN68/1R new to Maidstone Borough 
Council as its No 53. The Atlantean was sold by the latter 
in 1977; a vehicle policy change causing double-deck buses 
to be replaced by single-deck Bedfords. 

Green Bus of Rugeley operated two Salmesbury-bodied 
Foden PVD6s bought new, No 26 (SRE 881) of 1949 
vintage and No 28 (TRF 601) which was new the following 
year. 

Harper Bros (Heath Hayes) Ltd operated many second¬ 
hand double-deckers including its No 11 (888 DUK). This 
distinctively-styled Strachans-bodied Guy Arab V was 
new to Guy Motors for demonstration purposes in 1963, 
passing to Harpers in 1966. There it was known as the 
‘Old Grey Mare* owing to its low top speed and off-white 
livery in which it was acquired. 














































































TITLE PRICE UK 

The Buses & Trams of Hong Kong £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams Revisited £16 

New World First Bus £16 

Ride on the Isle of Wight £16 

Southern Vectis - CDL 899 £16 

Singapore Bus Services £16 

Southern Vectis - Farewell VR £16 

London’s Buses & Trams 2000 £16 

Tramlink £16 

The Maltese Bus £16 

Seaviews on the Isle of Wight £16 

Citybus £16 

Kowloon Motor Bus £16 

New World First Bus - Update 2001 £16 

Wilts & Dorset VR Twilight £16 

Another Ride on the Isle of Wight £16 

Melbourne's Trams & Sydney’s Metro Light Rail £16 
Southern Vectis - The Last Lodekka? £16 

Singapore Bus Services - Update 2001 £16 

Bristol VR on Home Ground £16 

The Buses of Chester City Transport £16 

China Motor Bus - Retrospective £16 

The Buses of Warrington Borough Transport £16 

Johnson VR - Where the Bristol VR lives on £16 

Bristol LH - Ride on the Isle of Wight £16 

Birkenhead Buses & Merseyside Memories £16 

Wilts & Dorset Bristol VR - 2 £16 

Hong Kong Buses Update 2002 £16 

Hong Kong Electric £16 

Singapore Update 2002 £16 

Bristols Abroad £16 

The Buses of the Isle of Man £16 

Rexquote Heritage £16 

Johnson VR Journeys £16 

Northern Irelands RE Twilight £16 

Belfast Buses £16 

Southampton Buses £16 

Bournemouth Buses £16 

Hong Kong Visit - Part 1 The Buses’ £16 

Hong Kong Visit - Part 2 The Trams’ £16 

Ulsterbus RE Twilight £16 

Scottish Weekend £16 

Wilts & Dorset - Damory Bristol VR 3 £16 

Citybus - Farewell RE £16 

Ulsterbus - Farewell RE £16 

Kowloon Motor Bus 2003 £16 

Hong Kong Island 2003 £16 

Routemaster - in London 2004 £16 

The Provincial Video £16 

Crosville Lodekka £16 

Bus Rides on the Isle of Wight £16 

Preston Bus £16 

Ribble Express Services £16 

Western National Bristol VR - The Twilight Days £16 
Ulsterbus Leyland Leopard Celebration £16 

The Last Southampton Atlantean Day £16 

The Provincial Video - Two £16 

Routemaster in London 2005 - Part 1 £16 

Cultra 2005 £16 

Routemaster in London 2005 - Part 2 £16 

WBT 148’s 40th Birthday Celebration £16 

Routemaster in London 2005 - Part 3 £16 

Crosville ‘L’ Type Journeys £16 

Topless in Rhyl... and Crosville Memories £16 

Bristol LH on Malta £16 

Maltese Buses Revisited £16 


Ulsterbus Leyland Leopard Finale £16 

Crosville’s Centenary Rally and Road Run £16 

The Dublin Luas £16 

Dublin’s Buses £16 

Ulsterbus Leyland Leopard - Farewell to an old Friend £16 
Macau’s Buses £16 

The Buses & Trams of Hong Kong - 10 Years on... £18 
Portsmouth’s Buses - Route 17 & 18 
Celebrating 75 Years £16 

Bristol 100 £16 

Western National Bristol VR - The Final Days £16 
Return Ride on the Isle of Wight £16 

The Buses and Trolleybuses of Guangzhou £16 

San Francisco’s Trolleybuses and Metro £16 

San Francisco’s Cable Cars £16 

San Francisco’s Historic Trams £16 

ChesterBus £16 

Provincial 3 - Now & Then £16 

Belfast Buses 2007 - Featuring the Leyland Tigers £16 
Liverpool Buses - 2007 Running Day £16 

German Trams - 1 £16 

The Buses & Trams of Hong Kong Island 2007 £16 

German Trams - 2 £16 

The Buses & Trams of Kowloon & 

The New Territories 2007 £16 

KMB - Riding Non-Air Con £16 

Bristol RE in New Zealand £16 

Bristol Commercial Vehicles - 100 Years £16 

Blackpool Buses £16 

Blackpool Trams £16 

Ride on the Isle of Wight - 10 Years On £16 

Warminster ‘Midi’ Running Day 2008 £16 

Liverpool Buses - 2008 Running Day £16 

German Trams - 3 £16 

City of Chester 35 ...a return to Chester £16 

German Trams - 4 £16 

German Trams - 5 £16 

Reliving Hants & Dorset £16 

Bournemouth Trolleybuses £16 

Romanian Trams 1 - and Trolleybuses in Galati £18 
Romanian Trams 2 - and Trolleybuses in Braila & 

Ploiesti £16 

The Final Farewell to the Bristol VR - Wilts & Dorset £16 
Romanian Trams 3 - and Trolleybuses in Bucharest £16 
The Yorkshire Dales by Bristol £16 

Swilly Bristol RE £16 

Swilly Bristol RE - Farewell Tour £16 

Two Guys in Belfast £16 

SVOC Double Birthday Celebration £16 

Liverpool Buses - Running Day 2009 £16 

Johnson/Redfern Bristol VR Running Day 2009 £16 

Edinburgh Buses £16 

Lathalmond £16 

Netherlands Trams 1 - Amsterdam £16 


Bristol VR - Topless in Bath £16 

Bristol VR - Topless South West £16 

Bournemouth Yellow Buses - Before and After £16 
Southampton Buses - Retrospective £16 

Bristol K Types on Parade £16 

NSC - Bristol Omnibus Running Day 2010 £16 

The Centenary of Blackpool Trams 1885-1985 £18 

Blackpool Trams Celebrating 125 Years - 
1885-2010 £16 

Blackpool Trams Illuminated £16 

Blackpool Buses Revisited - 2010 £16 

German Trams - 6 £16 

Liverpool Buses - 2010 Running Day £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2009 - 
Hong Kong Island £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2009 - Kowloon £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2009 - New Territories £16 
Oxford's Buses £16 

The Buses of Malta & Gozo 2010 £18 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2010 - 
Hong Kong Island £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2010 - Kowloon £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2010 - New Territories £16 
Maidstone & District 100 £16 

Classic Buses in Cumbria £16 

Czech Trams 1 - Prague Part 1 £16 

Czech Trams 1 - Prague Part 2 £16 

The Maltese Bus - End of an Era £18 

The Buses of Malta & Gozo 2011 - All Change £18 
Liverpool Buses - 2011 Running Day £16 

Warminster Running Day 2011 £16 

North Western 796 - Nostalgic Journeys £16 

The Tower will Never Forget £16 

Czech Tram 2 - Brno Trams & Trolleybuses £16 

Brighton & Hove Buses £16 

Eastbourne Buses - Classic Bus Running Day 2011 £16 
London’s Articulated Buses £18 

United Arab Emirates Buses £16 

Blackpool’s Supertrams - The First Weekend £16 

Ribble - Morecambe Running Day 2012 £16 

Wilts & Dorset in Salisbury £16 

ECW Celebration 2012 £16 

Slovakian Trams 1 - Bratislava Trams & Trolleybuses £16 
Austrian Trams 1 - Vienna Part 1 £16 

Austrian Trams 1 - Vienna Part 2 £16 

2012 Games Transport £16 

Liverpool Buses - 2012 Running Day £16 

Warminster Vintage Bus Running Day 2012 £16 

Edinburgh Buses - Revisited £16 

Hong Kong Tram Rides £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2012 - 
Hong Kong Island £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2012 - Kowloon £16 


Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2012 - New Territories £16 
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European Trams - From the Archive £16 

German Trams - 7 £16 

German Trams - 8 £16 

German Trams - 9 £16 

New Bus for London - THE PROTOTYPES £16 

Trolleybuses in Moscow £16 

Russian Trams 1 - Moscow £16 

Russian Trams 2 - St Petersburg £18 

Imberbus £16 

Liverpool Buses - 2013 Running Day £16 

Swiss Trams 1 - Zurich £16 

Swiss Trams 2 - Bern & Geneva £16 

Swiss Trams 3 - Basel & Lausanne £16 

Bristol SU - Western National £16 

Edinburgh Buses - Revisited 2013 £16 

Routemaster in Yorkshire - East Yorkshire £18 

Goodbye Salisbury Bus Station £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2013 - 
Hong Kong Island £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2013 - Kowloon £16 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams 2013 - New Territories £16 
Routemaster in Manchester - 
Greater Manchester Buses £16 

Routemaster in Northern England £16 

Routemaster in Southern England £16 

Routemaster in Central England £16 

Routemaster in Scotland - Strathtay Scottish £16 
Routemaster in Scotland - Kevin & Clydeside Pt 1 £16 
Routemaster in Scotland - Kevin & Clydeside Pt 2 £16 
Routemaster in London - 1 £16 

Routemaster in London - 2 £16 

The Maltese Bus in 2014 £16 

RT75 - The Classic London Bus £16 

Oxford Bus Museum - Motorbus Centenary £16 

Edinburgh Trams - The First Week £16 

Cheltenham & Gloucester Running Day 31.5.2014 £16 
Western Welsh Leopard/Swansea Bus Museum 

Running Day £16 

Routemasters in the Park £16 

Classic Buses in Cumbria - 2 £16 

Standerwick 60 & Morcambe Running Day 2014 £16 

Southdown Preserved £16 

Taunton Running Day & the buses of Somerset £16 
Crosville at Weston £16 

NorthWestVRT Running & Open Day 2014 £16 

Liverpool Buses - 2014 Running Day £16 

New Routemaster Plus+ £18 

Warminster Vintage Bus Running Day 2014 £16 

Manchester Metrolink £16 

Lincoln 2014 £16 

Exeter “Twilight” £16 

Peak Park 2014 £16 

Cardiff & Newport Buses £16 

Oxford's Buses Revisited 2014 £16 

Serbian Trams & Trolleybuses - Belgrade £16 

Bosnia-Hercegovina Trams & Trolleybuses - 
Sarajevo £16 

Croatian Trams - Zagreb £16 

German Trams 10 £16 


German Trams 11 £16 

East Kent at the South East Bus Festival £16 

Isle of Wight Bus Museum - Farewell to The Quay £16 
Wilts & Dorset - On the South Coast £16 

The Bristol Bus Rallies £16 

Atlantean Day Out - Portsmouth 262 £16 

Southdown at Amberley £16 

Lincoln - Easter 2015 £16 

Eclipse - Gosport | Fareham BRT £16 

Leicester Buses - Preserved & Current 2015 £16 

Taunton Vintage Bus Day 2015 £16 

NorthWestVRT Open & Running Day 2015 £16 

Southdown 100 at Southsea £16 

Wilts & Dorset 100 £16 

Hungarian Trams & Trolleybuses - Budapest Part 1 £16 
Hungarian Trams & Trolleybuses - Budapest Part 2 £16 
Southdown at Worthing £16 

Portsmouth’s Buses 2015 £16 

Badgerline 30 £16 

Ribble - Lytham Hall Running Day 2015 £16 

Liverpool Buses and Trams 2015 Running Day £16 

Italian Trams - Milan Part 1 £16 

Italian Trams - Milan Part 2 £16 

Blackpool Trams - Celebrating 130 Years £18 

A Day Out with Fishwick No.5 £16 

The Buses and Trams of Hong Kong 20 Years On... £18 
The Buses and Trams of Hong Kong 20 Years On... £20 
All Change at Plymouth £16 

Reading’s Buses 1989 - 2015 £16 

Southampton's Buses 1991 - 2015 £16 

West Midlands Buses 2015 £16 

Yorkshire Buses 2015 £16 

East Yorkshire Buses 2015 £16 

San Francisco’s Muni - Part 1 £16 

San Francisco’s Muni - Part 2 £16 

Winchester - Rear Engine Bus Running Day 2016 £16 

Cougar v Dart £16 

Buses & Coaches Across Bournemouth & Poole 
1990-2015 £16 

London Buses Update - April 2016 £16 

Friends of King Alfred Bus Running Days 2016 £16 

Taunton Vintage Bus Day 2016 £16 

Bristols Preserved 2015 & 2016 £16 

Midland Metro £16 

NorthWestVRT 2016 Open & Running Day £16 

Hants & Dorset 100 £16 

Morecambe Weekend £16 

The Yorkshire Dales by Open Top Bristol £16 

Ribble - Lytham Hall Running Day 2016 £16 

Isle of Wight Bus Museum - Welcome to Ryde £16 

Exploring Dundee Buses £16 

Liverpool Buses Running Days 2016 £16 

London Buses Update - Electric Special £16 

West Midlands Buses 2016 £16 

Nottingham’s Buses £16 

Nottingham Trams £16 

Salisbury Spectra Swansong £16 

Norwegian Trams 1 - Oslo £16 

Norwegian Trams 2 - Bergen £16 


Cheques and postal orders only please, made payable to: 

D P Strange, 20 Hainault Drive, Verwood, Dorset BH31 6LE, UK 


Swedish Trams 1 - Stockholm - Norrkoping - 

Malmkoping £16 

Swedish Trams 2 - Gothenburg £16 

Merseyside Bus Club - 40th Anniversary Tour £16 
Austrian Trams 2 - Linz & Salburg £16 

Austrian Trams 3 - Graz & Gmunden £16 

Austrian Trams 4 - Vienna 2016 £16 

Manchester Metrolink - 2 £16 

North Wales & Chester’s Buses £16 

Ipswich’s Buses & Ipswich Bus Rally 2017 £16 

Classic Buses in Cumbria - 3 £16 

The Winchester Bus Rallies 2017 £16 

Taunton Vintage Bus Day 2017 £16 

Bournemouth Bus Rally 2017 £16 

Southdown at Amberley - 2 £16 

Buses & Coaches across Bournemouth & 

Southampton 2016 & 2017 £16 

Liverpool’s Buses 2017 - the contemporary scene £16 
Brighton & Hove Buses 2017 £16 

ECW Celebration 2017 £16 

Ribble - Lytham Hall Running Day 2017 £16 

Liverpool Buses - MTT Events 2017 £16 


LATEST RELEASES 


Warminster Vintage Bus Running Day 2017 £16 

Finnish Trams - Helsinki £16 

Estonian Trams - Tallinn £16 

Riding a Regency Regent £16 




& Trolleybuses 
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Sorry we cannot accept credit cards - please call us if you have a query. 

Our prices include postage & packing within the UK. 

For non-UK orders please add £2.00 to each title for Airmail delivery. 


tel: 01202 821423 

www.dentours.com 


























The 2017 Goodwood 
Revival Meeting, held on 
8-10 September, saw 
members of the Stagecoach 
heritage fleet and a hired 
variety of Class 6-licensed 
buses operate Stagecoach 
South’s route 902 between 
Chichester railway station 
and the Goodwood motor 
racing circuit. DAVID JUKES 
braved the changeable late- 
Friday afternoon weather 
to take the pictures. 


Top: Visiting from Stagecoach 
East for the event is 14000 
(FI 10 NES), the 1989 
Alexander RL-bodied tri-axle 
Leyland Olympian better 
known as the ‘Megadekka’ 
thanks to its 110-seat capacity 
achieved through use of 3+2 
seating on both decks. It is 
seen on the Needlemakers, 
Chichester, on route to the 
railway station. 

Centre: Former London 
Transport RML245I 
(JJD45ID),a 1966 AEC / Park 
Royal Routemaster, has been 
part of Stagecoach South 
West’s heritage fleet since 
October 2012. It is seen passing 
the Judith Adams Centre in 
St Pancras, Chichester, with 
a Goodwood to Chichester 
journey — the centre’s canopy 
provided invaluable shelter 
during the heaviest rain. 
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Opposite page, bottom: 

Another visiting vehicle from 
Stagecoach South West’s 
heritage fleet is former Devon 
General 872 (872 KTA), a 
1959 Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland Atlantean PDRI/I, 
running light along St Pancras 
on route to the motor racing 
circuit. 


This page, top to bottom: 

No-one is sufficiently brave 
or foolhardy to occupy the 
upper-deck of hired-in former 
Brighton, Hove & District 
No 91 (KPM 91E), a 1967 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol FLF6G that was 
converted to open-top form 
by subsequent owner Eastern 
Scottish in 1983. 

Posed for the photographer 
during a break in the rain 
is Stagecoach South East’s 
former East Kent MFN 946F, 
a 1968 Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Regent V. 

Framed by the avenue of 
trees at the western end of 
St Pancras is a relatively 
recent addition to the 
Southdown Historic Vehicle 
Group’s collection — former 
Wigan Corporation No 140 
(DEK 3D), a 1966 Massey¬ 
bodied Leyland Titan PD2/37. 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 




Top: The Reading Fun Bus, a 1962 FS6G, is seen at Reading 
Transport’s Mill Lane Garage. 679 AAM was new to Wilts 
& Dorset as its No 641, passing to Hants & Dorset with the 
former company in October 1972 and renumbered 104. It 
was withdrawn seven years later, passing to Reading Borough 
Council and converted into a playbus. The Lodekka met its 
end in a 1996 training exercise by Reading, Newbury and 
Wokingham fire crews. 


The Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol Lodekka was 
the vehicle of choice for a variety of post-service roles 
after withdrawal from stage carriage duties. We present 
a colourful selection from across the British Isles... 


Above: Highland Scottish HIO (RAG 
390) is a 1961 FL6G new to Western 
SMT as its No 1624. It was withdrawn 
by the latter in 1977 and converted 
into a towbus. 

Right: Cambus 49 CNG was one of 
three 1963 FS5Gs converted into 
towing vehicles by Eastern Counties in 
1974/75 (the others were sisters 46/47 
CNG). It was new as Eastern Counties 
LFS49 and passed to Cambus upon 
the former company’s 1984 division. 
The Lodekka was scrapped in 1991, by 
then re-registered AEW 262A. 
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Above: The former Western Scottish 7057 (TCS 174), a 1962 FLF6G, was last reported in use as an exhibition vehicle for the 
‘Musikfabrik’ disco in Celle, Germany, during 2013. It was originally Western SMT No 1726 before conversion into a driver training 
vehicle, as pictured, in 1979. The Lodekka passed to Clydeside 2000 for the same usage before its later sale and export. 


Right: Western National 2005 
(810 KDV), a 1962 FLF6B, was 
used as a showman’s vehicle 
by a Mr Aisbett after its 
1979 withdrawal then sale by 
dealer North’s of Sherburn- 
in-Elmet. A later return to 
North’s saw it broken up by 
late-1996. 


Bottom left: Former Bristol 
Omnibus 7268 (HAE 277D) 
is one of four Lodekkas 
known to have been used by 
Dekka Charters of Banbury 
for overseas tours. This 
1966 FLF6G was acquired 
by the company in 1986 but 
was located in Tenerife by 
1991 before passing to Angel 
Molina of Pamplona, Spain, 
for spares by 2001. 


Bottom right: 1968 FLF6G 

TRB 589F was operated as 
the Isle of Wight Playbus 
between 1990 and 1997, after 
which it was acquired for 
preservation. It is now owned 
by Wirral-based Glyn Plevin 
for continued preservation, 
having passed through many 
hands in the meantime. This 
Lodekka was new to Mansfield 
District as its 694, passing to 
East Midland (as its 494) in 
1976. Its 1981 withdrawal was 
followed by non-PCV duties 
for the London Borough 
of Wandsworth and the 
Mobile Activity Association 
of Shalfleet, Isle of Wight, 
before playbus duty called. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



NIGEL APPLEFORD takes a 
retrospective look at 2017's 
model releases. 

2017’s new releases were fewer in 
comparison to previous years’. There are 
many possible reasons for the decline 
including Far East production delays and 
a shrinking market as young people follow 
other pursuits and some of the older 
collectors pass away. 

It has been suggested increasing 
model prices are causing more-focused 
purchasing, while others consider new 
models to be less interesting as unfamiliar 
or localised liveries appear after those of 
more mainstream operators. 

And do not forget the old chestnut of 
storage space; a lot of us are running short 
of it! 

The hobby is nevertheless still moving 
forward for collectors and modellers 
alike. At least one manufacturer is still 
producing new castings and there is also 
an increasing range of well-detailed ready- 



Above: EFE’s flat-fronted Bristol VRT remains popular and 2017 saw two releases of 
this model: City of Oxford (38123) and a Bachmann Special (38120), the second of two 
Bristol VRTs operated by British Rail for mobile training duties in the form of ex-West 
Yorkshire AYG 941H. 


built resin models available, although the 
latter can be very expensive. 

Complaints may still be made regarding 
accuracy but turn the clock back 25 years 
and we could only dream about today’s 
offerings. 

B-T MODELS 

B-T Models just made our table with 
four November releases; it previously 


released three Crosville Bristol MW 
buses in December 2016. There are 
several previously-announced models 
not released, which I understand may be 
cancelled. 

Some have been outstanding for more 
than a year, although B-T issued a small 
number of lorries during 2017. No new 
releases appeared from the 2mm scale bus 
and coach range. 



Left: EFE also released another pair of 
Harrington coaches, one of its original 
castings that has worn well, as a 
Southdown Cavalier (Car 1747, 547 BUF) 
and a Maidstone & District NBC-liveried 
Grenadier (Car 4163, FKL l26D).The 
real M&D Grenadier was 36ft length. 

Lower left: Oxford did not neglect their 
2mm customers in 2017 as three 
‘Borismasters’ were released. Two of 
these are London United LTI50 (LTZ 1150) 
in silver/red anniversary livery and LTI48 
(LTZ 1148) in Coca Cola colours. 

Below left: EFE released a single 
Routemaster model during 2017 — RMI77 
(VLT 177) with non-underlined fleetname 
on route 177. The lower deck casting is 
unfortunately warped above the cab. 

Below: Oxford Diecast’s Bristol MW coach 
with ECW body was released in February. 
Three versions have so far been released; 
these are the second and third as Hants 
& Dorset 889 (2689 RU) and Eastern 
Counties (NBC) LS804 (3804 PW). 
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Top: Oxford’s existing Plaxton Panorama I 
Coach had three outings, two in 4mm and 
one in 2mm scale. The 4mm examples 
comprised Sheffield United Tours 337 
(337 EWJ) and Bere Regis & District UFX 
567, although I am unsure about the light 
brown shade on the latter. In 2mm was 
another SUT coach, a model of 374 (KWE 
374D). Tyres remain a problem on this 
and the Roadliner models. 

Lower left: Oxford also issued further 
models of the Leyland Royal Tiger with 
Duple Roadliner coachwork including 
Wye Valley Motors HVJ 733 and Bamber 
Bridge Motor Services DRN 357. The 
silver band on the BBMS model is very 
ragged on this example. 

Below left: The second of Oxford’s new 
castings for 2017 was the Beadle Integral 
coach, which comprised a new body 
structure built onto refurbished Leyland 
or AEC running units. The first model 
release depicts now- preserved East Kent 
FFN 446, built on pre-war Leyland TD5 
running units. 



Above right: A late-running release was 
this Barton RTL from EFE which arrived 
during June. The front upper deck paint 
separation is a little ragged. 

Right: Corgi has had a very quiet year. 

2017 releases are Brighton & Hove 489 
(BJ63 UJT) in vivid Get Bus(y) livery and 
Stagecoach London New Routemaster 
LT239 (LTZ 1239) with ‘Ride with Pride’ 
branding. Both feature dual destinations. 

Lower right: Further releases of Oxford 
Diecast’s all-Leyland PD2 arrived in 
2017. Samuel Ledgard PNW 91 arrived 
in August and Edinburgh 245 (JSF 660) 
in September. It is a good-looking model 
despite criticisms over the radiator. A 
quality control issue is the missing lower 
deck rear window of the Ledgard model. 

CORGI OOC 

The Hornby-owned Corgi Original 
Omnibus Company also had a quiet year 
with just two releases so far. The New 
Routemaster remains popular although the 
latest (OM46619A/B) may not arrive until 
early-2018. The other release outside the 
'Best of British’ range is a Wright Gemini II 
in a Brighton & Hove livery. Hopefully 
more models will be released in 2018. 
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2017 RELEASES (to 6 November) 


B-T MODELS 1:76 4mm Scale 

Ref: Identity: 

Bl I7A Bristol LD6G/ECW Southern Vectis 520 (KDL 416) (Long Radiator/Closed Platform) 

Bl I7B Bristol LD6G/ECW Southern Vectis 563 (SDL 268) (Short Radiator/Open Platform) 

B2I0A Bristol MW6G/ECW Southern Vectis 806 (FDL 927D) 

B2I0B Bristol MW6G/ECW Southern Vectis 804 (FDL 925D) 

B203C Bristol MW6G/ECW Wilts & Dorset (NBC) 819 (XMR 949) 

B204A Bristol MW6G/ECW Red & White U1758 (TWO 81) 

B204B Bristol MW6G/ECW Red & White U1366 (JAX 113D) 

B207A Bristol MW5G/ECW United Automobile 295 (5025 HN) 

B207B Bristol MW5G/ECW United Automobile BUE59I (2591 HN) 


Released: 

November 

November 

November 

November 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 


CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 4mm Scale 

OM465I2A Wright Eclipse Gemini II Brighton & Hove Get Bus(y) 489 (BJ63 UJT) 

(Route I Mile Oak) 

Wright Eclipse Gemini II Brighton & Hove Get Bus(y) 489 (BJ63 UJT) 

(Route lAWhitehawk) 

New Routemaster Stagecoach London Ride with Pride LT239 (LTZ 1239) 
(Route 8 Bow Church) 

New Routemaster Stagecoach London Ride with Pride LT239 (LTZ 1239) 
(Route 15 Trafalgar Square) 

New Routemaster TfL London Landmarks adverts (Best of British Series) 
Wright Eclipse Gemini II Mullany’s Buses Harry Potter Studio Tour (BDI2 TFX) 
(second version) 

New Routemaster Paddington Bear adverts. (Best of British Series) 

New Routemaster Go-Ahead London General LT50 (LTZ 1050) 

(Route 88 Camden Town) 

New Routemaster Go-Ahead London General LT50 (LTZ 1050) 

(Route 88 Clapham Common) 


OM465I2B 


OM466I8A 


OM466I8B 


GS89202 

OM465I3 


CC89203 

OM466I9A 


OM466I9B 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS (BACHMANN) 1:76 4mm Scale 

30716 AEC Renown Greater Manchester PTE 1922 (AJA I22B) 

38123 Bristol VRT/ECW City of Oxford 901 (OFC90IH) 

12311 Harrington Grenadier Maidstone & District 4163 (FKL I26D) 

31515 AEC Routemaster London Transport RM177 (VLT 177) 

12122 Harrington Cavalier Southdown 1747 (547 BUF) 

36007 Leyland RTL Bus Barton Transport 1089 (OLD 790) 

15808 Leyland PD I Lowbridge East Kent CJG 965 

38120 Bristol VRT/ECW British Rail (Plant & Machinery Training Bus) AYG 941H 

16540 Leyland Atlantean/MCW Ribble 1645 (NCK 634) 

34112 AEC RT Bus, London Transport RT2I77 (KGU 106) 

99938 Leyland Titan Twin Pack London Transport 1983 Aldenham Open Day: T66 (WYV 66T) 

and TEI12 (CUL 112V). 


July 

July 

September 

September 

October 

November 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 


January 

January 

February 

March 

April 

June 

July 

September 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Outstanding 


OXFORD DIECAST 1:148 2mm Scale 

NLRT003 Leyland Royal Tiger W Alexander NPC33 (DWG 529) 

NSET004 LT Bus Set 2: G35I (HGC 130) Guy Arab, 1808 (HYM 808) BUT Ql, RTI8I7 

(KYY 672) RT, RM585 (WLT 585) Routemaster and LT446 (LTZ 1446) New Routemaster 
NNR002 New Routemaster Go-Ahead London Central LT446 (LTZ 1446) 

NIRZ005 Scania Irizar PB Coach plain white 

NPP005 Plaxton Panorama I Coach Sheffield United Tours 374 (KWE 374D) 

NNR003 New Routemaster London United (RATP Group) silver/red LTI50 (LTZ 1150) 

NNR004CC New Routemaster London United Coca Cola LTI48 (LTZ 1148) 

NCMP007 Bedford CMP LAA Lorry Southdown 0827 (097 BP) 

NAEC0I4 AEC Matador Wrecker Southdown JNG 641/340 PX 

NSET003 Southdown Set: Weymann Fanfare Coach 1141 (XUF 141), Leyland Royal Tiger Coach 1640 
(LUF 640), Plaxton Panorama I Coach 1190 (BUF 90C), Guy Arab II Utility Bus 411H 
(GUF 71) and Leyland PD3 822 (TCD 822) 


January 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

July 

September 

October 

October 


OXFORD DIECAST 1:76 4mm Scale 

76MW600I Bristol MW6G/ECW Coach Royal Blue 1410 (759 MDV) February 

76MW6002 Bristol MW6G/ECW Coach Hants & Dorset 889 (2689 RU) April 

76PAN005 Plaxton Panorama I Coach Sheffield United Tours 337 (337 EWJ) April 

76CA029 Bedford CA Minibus BEA 7229 ML May 

76DR003 Duple Roadliner Coach Wye Valley Motors HVJ 733 May 

76BI00I Beadle Integral Coach East Kent FFN 446 June 

76TR0I4 Mobile Booking Office Trailer Southdown‘316 SCS’ June 

76WFA005 Weymann Fanfare Coach Greenslades Tours ROD 749 July 

76IR600I Scania/lrizar i6 Coach Translink Goldline 2051 (LFZ805I) August 

76DR004 Duple Roadliner Coach Bamber Bridge Motor Services DRN 357 August 

76PD2004 Leyland Titan PD2 Bus Samuel Ledgard PNW 91 August 

76PAN006 Plaxton Panorama I Coach Bere Regis & District UFX 567 September 

76PD2005 Leyland Titan PD2 Bus Edinburgh Corporation 245 (JSF 660) September 

76RM112 AEC Routemaster Bus London Transport/Bow Centenary RM 1933 (ALD 933B) September 

76MW6003 Bristol MW6G/ECW Coach Eastern Counties NBC LS804 (3804 PW) October 

76SB00I Saro Bus Ribble Motor Services 452 (FCK 884) October 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 

EFE was purchased by Bachmann in late- 
2016 and the past year has seen a steady 
flow of products, most ordered earlier 
by Gilbow. It appears most, apart from 
a long-outstanding red RT, have been 
released and Bachmann is starting to 
order new models. 

Bachmann intend to issue one bus or 
truck model per month, which is quite 
sensible, and has stated only Tricks & 
mortar’ shops will be supplied. This may 
affect the rally and swapmeet scene — or 
we may see more model railway dealers at 
rallies with tent and tables! 

OXFORD DIECAST 

Oxford Diecast is currently the most 
prolific manufacturer with a very 
comprehensive programme of new releases 
across their 4mm and 2mm ranges plus 
an increasing range of 4mm scale model 
railway equipment. 2017 has seen many 
new castings such as the Beadle Integral, 
Bristol MW coach and the Saro single- 
deck bus. The Oxford range has a cost 
advantage over other manufacturers’ 
products, but quality control can be 
variable. 

A list of bus and coach models to be 
released during the first quarter of 2018 
has been released (see the last issue of 
B&CP for details). 


Below left: Southdown service vehicles 
have featured in both 2mm and 4mm 
ranges this year. A mobile booking 
office joined the 4mm scale range while 
the AEC Matador breakdown lorry 
(JNG 641, trade plate 340 PX) and CMP 
lorry (Trade plate 097 BP) joined the 
2mm range. The CMP is about an inch 
long but the level of detail on both is 
amazing. 

Below: Oxford’s latest new casting is the 
Saro (Saunders-Roe) single-deck bus, 
in this case on the Leyland Tiger Cub 
chassis. First release is preserved Ribble 
452 (FCK 884). 
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107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 



BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 


107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 






























Stunt vehicles, another defaced sign and a peeling Bristol are among 
NICK LARKIN’s offerings this month. 



RIVER JUMPS 
AND HUMAN 
CANNONBALLS 

Following our piece on the 
Motobirds Motorcycle Stunt 
team in last month’s Off Route 
we are grateful to ANDREW 
TUCKER for giving a full update 
on this and a potentially even 
more death-defying act. 

Former members of the team 
were reunited for the BBC’s 
‘One Show’ in 2016 to recall 
the stunts performed before 
the days of Health & Safety. 

The BBC asked 
Leicestershire-based 
enthusiasts to provide a coach 
similar to that pictured in last 
month’s issue (which Andrew 
considers to be an early 
Plaxton Panorama and not the 
suggested Duple Commander) 
although it was ultimately not 
needed. 

Andrew also tells us of the 
Joe Weston Webb stunt teams 
which performed such horrors 
as car and caravan river jumps 
and human cannonball stunts. 

A couple of Joe’s former 
vehicles survive, including 
ex-Rhondda Metro-Cammell- 
bodied AEC Regent V 468 
MTX of 1962, which, although 
signwritten as the Double 
Decker River Jump Bus, is 
believed not to have attempted 
an airborne river crossing. It 
was instead used for the rather 
less dangerous task of mobile 
office. 

Another surviving vehicle 
isWJS I99X, a 1981 Plaxton 
Supreme IV-bodied Volvo 
B58 converted into a mobile 
cannon! Try explaining that 
vehicle’s history to a would-be 
buyer! (who presumably had to 
be of the right calibre — Ed) 

To see the Motobirds 
in action log on to https:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch ?v=tdwl<663jFOU 

Top and inset: The river jump 
bus seen on dry land and in its 
current dilapidated state. 

Bottom: Is there an emergency 
exit? All: ANDREW TUCKER 
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SHAKING THAT PASS 

Under no circumstances do we condone defacement of notices on buses, but have 
often identified the many preserved London vehicles still bearing the subtle alteration of 
notices proclaiming ‘3 seats’ to ‘3 fats’ as a memory of their service days. 

The Ulsterbus Bristol RE featured in last month’s issue recalled memories of another 
unfortunate oft seen notice alteration, this time suggesting anyone wishing to bring a 
beast of burden onto the bus must make sure it is clearly visible. NICK LARKIN 



BEASTLY GOINGS ON... 

We all find a ride on an interesting bus 
uplifting, but... 

These unfortunate passengers are featured 
in ‘War of the Colossal Beast’, a 1958 black 
and white American sci-fi film directed by 
Bert Gordon. 

Our thanks go to ANDREW ROBERTS 
for this. 
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PROPER REAL TIME! 

This made us laugh at the Lincoln 
Vintage Vehicle Society event on 5 
November. No electronic gadgetry 
here to show the latest ‘real time’ 
developments — just a good old 
felt-tip pen. To get full marks the 
information should have been presented 
in copperplate chalk writing on a 
blackboard, but we can forgive. 

NICK LARKIN 



STEAMING MYSTERY 

This month’s mystery picture is a fascinating study taken many years ago from an obviously-damaged glass plate. But which company 
operated this fine steam tram locomotive and double-deck trailer? NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 
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LEYLAND TRIBUTE 

A major 2017 finale saw the last 
Leyland-engined and vacuum- 
braked passenger vehicles in 
normal UK service withdrawn 
after 57 years’ service 
The Class 121 ‘Bubblecars’ 
may have run on rails rather 
than the open road, but we will 
not hold that against them. Built 


by Pressed Steel in I960 the final 
survivors entered retirement 
with their withdrawal by 
Chiltern Railways on May 19. 

A short Off Route tribute 
was called for, particularly as the 
leading unit’s destination blinds 
suggested the train was bound| 
for somewhere other than 
Aylesbury. NICK LARKIN 


AN MW APPEALS 

This ECW-bodied Bristol 
MW6G 267 is gradually 
returning to its National Bus 
Company guise in the yard of 
West Wales-based Midway 
Motors. 

267 HNU was new to 
Midland General Omnibus and 
later transferred to Western 
National from which Midway 
Motors bought the bus and 
sister 269 HNU in the late- 
1970s. 

Many traces of the old NBC 
leaf green livery are visible 
as the Midway Motors livery 
peels. 

Thanks to ANDREW 
TUCKER for the picture. 
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BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted III 

Bus and coach parts for sale IV 

Bus and coach parts wanted IV 

Assistance/information wanted IV 

Storage/workshop facilities IV 

Restoration services IV 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale VI 

Photographs for sale VI 

Photographs wanted VI 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted VI 

Models for sale VII 

Models wanted VII 

Events VII 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 

Museums 

Obituary 

Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage wanted 



UEHICLE: Ex-Cumberland 251 (F25I JRM). 

DETAILS: Leyland Lynx Mkl.The last of four CMS Lynxes to survive. It has been repainted in 
CMS Ayres Red. The bus is a treat to drive, but the body framework is showing 
signs of decay from the window sills downwards which will require remedial work. 
Disposal due to downsizing collection. No MoT. Offers around £2,500. 

CONTACT: E-mail: enquiries@wtht.co.uk or Tel: 01900 67389. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



TRADE ADUERTISING 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 


Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 






































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


1949 Bedford OB. Built as 29-seater for Greenslades of Exeter 
but now devoid of seats and best described as a daybus. It resembles 
Grandmother’s front room with armchairs, chaise lounge, hanging 
pictures and horse brasses. A kitchen is also fitted. Converted 45 years 
ago. Now needs new owners. Bodywork needs a little TLC but it runs 
very well. Viewing essential. £30,000 ONO. Tel: 01787 468601 (evenings). 


Ex-Ribble 2134 (DBV I34Y) Leyland Olympian/ECW. The bus has 
been in outside storage in West Cumbria awaiting restoration. It is 
drivable, has no MoT, but comes with some spares. Disposal due to 
downsizing collection. Offers around £2,500. E-mail: enquiries@wtht. 
co.uk or Tel: 01900 67389. 


1980 Bedford CF 17-seat Mini Plaxton Supreme. Opel diesel engine 
and 5-speed overdrive gearbox. Restored over 10 years ago. One of 
three left of about 30 built. £13,000 ono. Tel: 01787 468601 (evenings). 


Leyland-DAB Lion/Alexander DI60 UGA. Ex Leyland 
demonstrator then owned by Cottrells of Mitcheldean. and Fowlers of 
Holbeach Drove. 14ft 9in high. Featured in B&CPJuly 2013. In need of 
restoration to chassis and some bodywork. At present has the fuel tank 
removed which has been repaired. Fitted with horizontal Leyland TLII 
engine and ZF 5-speed automatic gearbox. The log book is present. Can 
be viewed at Swansea Bus Museum. Lack of time and skills in welding 
prevents restoration. £1,750. Call Dai or Sue on 01269 594798. 


Ex-London Transport RF479 (MXX 456) Reasonable offers only 
please. Price includes a matching pair of front and rear RF country bus 
blinds and a spare wheel. Please contact Mr. Tony Peters on tel: 07860 
332339 or e-mail: redbox545@gmail.com 


1989 DAF MB230 Van Hool Alizee body, 51 seats, centre toilet. 
Runs well, 6-speed splitter gearbox. All in good order. In original livery. 
In service until last year and now garaged and stored so no current 
MOT. (Selling as contract ended and need space) £4,000 with sensible 
offers considered, especially if going for preservation. We would like 
it to go to a good home. Tel: 07751 521867 E-mail: bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 


1990 CVE Omni. Perkins engine. 21 re-trimmed seats. Built in 
Shildon, County Durham. Owned from new. The last PSV example 
in existence and a rare vehicle. Still in regular use with just 270,000 
kilometres on the clock and runs beautifully, just passed its latest class 
6 MoT. Exploring possibilities of transport museum wanting to display it 
(with us covering costs) or possible sale to good home strictly as a PSV 
in preservation, if not we will keep it. Anyone wanting it as a caravan 
will be hunted down & shot! Serious enquiries to Steve Dine at Empress 
Coaches, tel: 01424 430621. 
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1948 Austin CXB with bodywork by Barnard. Originally from 
Guernsey and more recently the Isles of Scilly. Much recent work to 
preserve this unique survivor, but not restored to concourse condition. 
Offers around £28,000 Please e-mail: simon@hendras.co.uk or tel: 
07919 253232. 



1951 Bedford OB/Duple Vista C29F MFM 39, Crosville, but has 
been in Bristol area for last 25 years. Restored in 2010 Class 6 MoT, 
excellent order & fully maintained. Offers over £40,000. Tel: 07788 
516190 E-mail: paul.smallwoodl@btinternet.com 

AEC Reliance/Berkhof. Rebodied in 1983 ex-East Kent National 
Express. Taken over as a restoration project but unfortunately cannot 
give the time and attention deserved to return to the road. Price 
reduced to £2,700. Please call David Goodfellow Travel (tel: 01405 
740638/07583 524045) for more details. 



Preserved rare 1985 Leyland Tiger TL II Duple Caribbean body 
53 seats. Original moquette. Excellent condition for age. Runs well, kept 
garaged and stored - no current MoT. £3,500. Tel: 07751521867 E-mail: 
bluemotors@blueyonder.co.uk 



1972 Bristol LH 
Leyland 400 engine 

41 seats. Plaxton Elite 
body some work on 
body but still needs 
further restoration. 
The vehicle runs and 
drives okay. It has 
Plaxton Paramount 
front panel and had 
class 5 MoT. It is 
kept in a garage but 
the space needed, 
hence sale. £2,500. 
Tel: 07751 521867 
E-mail: bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 




elabus 


Bus Sales 


Due to fleet upgrade we are delighted to offer the following vehicles for sale. 
All buses are presented to highest standards as you would expect from Xelabus. 



2007 ADL Enviro 200 

29 seats, Fully DDA 
compliant, Sold with 
new MOT, COIF present 
£24,500 plus VAT 


1999 Optare Solo 

28 seats non DDA, Mercedes, 
MOT December 2017, 
COIF present 
£995 plus VAT 


1998 Volvo Olympians 

Alexander bodied, 88 seaters, 
choice of 3. All with MOT, 
COIF present, excellent 
reliable buses 
£4500 plus VAT 


Please contact Gareth Blair for more information. 
gareth@xelabus.info or 023 8064 4715 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Looking for MetroRider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis 
Dart. Anything considered. E-mail: nationalwelshlhs@aol.com 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


ASSISTANCE/INFORMATION WANTED 


Albion FT39 parts: lx EN 287 and 2x EN286 engines, 2x gearboxes, 
lx steering box, lx master cylinder servo (complete), lx vacuum air 
tank, brake and clutch pedals plus various other odds and ends. Call 
Colin for more info on 07781 100301 

Two shop-soiled bus silencers. One: 3ft long, 9in diameter, 3.5in 
internal diameter, inlet 3.25in out at right angle. Other: oval 32in long, 
in and out 2.75in. £50 each. Call Alan on 01947 605683 

Pair of cab door locks. Both work 
well with new springs £30 pair or 
£20 each. Telephone Roger on: 
07855 376107 



Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 



Are you the owner or know of the owner of Iveco Minibus E938 
KEU? The last operator of this Iveco 49.10 was LuxiCars of Kidlington, 
Oxford which withdrew it in 2004, after which it was converted into a 
van by the next buyer. It is now a rarity and a minibus preservationist 
will be very interested to learn of its continued existence. If you can 
help please contact Adam Suttle, tel: 07749 829242 or e-mail: asuttle@ 
btinternet.com 


STORAGE/WORKSHOP FACILITIES 


Available in Kent between M25 junctions 5 & 6 plus direct access 
from A25. Water, lighting and electricity included. Secure site and 
compound. Choice of outdoor and inside accommodation. For details: 
stuboxall@gmail.com 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 



new/oldystock 

For bus, 'coach, truck, & tractors I 
J Anything considered 
/ / / Qashforjoblot/ / / 



RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 









































We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 


WWW.HISTORICVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 

We have a large stock of engine spares for A EC & Ley land engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 

Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Remember the Blue Buses. DVD of the last years of Samuel 
Ledgard in the 1960s. Re-mastered archive cine film. £14 including 
postage from: Samuel Ledgard Society, 58 Kirklees Drive, Farsley, 
Pudsey LS28 5TE. Cheques payable to Samuel Ledgard Society, please 


Norfolk Buses by John Law 96 unmarked pages published 2016 
brand new £6.50. Tel: 07399 359072. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE 


TRAVEL LENS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


Specialists in Transport Photographs 

Over 100,000 titles available in black & white and colour 
Railways, Buses, Trams, Trolleybuses and Shipping 
No lists, but approval selection available. Send for details & requirements to: 

Ardenvohr, Hilary Park, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM2 3ED 

SOLE SUPPLIER OF THE G. LUMB COLOUR COLLECTION PHOTOS FROM 1959 ONWARDS 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Eleven Issues of Buses Extra: Nos 2,6,7,21,22,24,25,28.31,34 and 
35. All for £3 plus £3 postage. Richard: 01842-819969 

DAF Bus ALX300 Driver’s Info Booklet (Arriva 
Issue) & Wright Customcare Driver’s Handbook 
priced at £5 each posted to the UK. For any 
further information please contact me via e-mail: 
steven.morritt@sky.com 

AEC vehicles: Origins to 1929. Hardback book 
by Brian Thackray, 144 unmarked white pages, 
great b&w photos, superb, as new condition, great 
gift! £2.75. 07399 359072. D. Clark 


Quality slide or photographic collections purchased for cash: 
best prices paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or e-mail: presbusps2@ 
btinternet.com 

Photos of Birmingham City Buses from 1960s (fleet numbers 
between 1481-3227). B/w or colour. Contact Keith: currkei@aol.com 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS WANTED 


Lapel Badges. Seeking to buy lapel or pin badges for the following bus 
builders: MCW, Metro- Cammell or Metrobus, Optare, Wright Bus, 
Ailsa (pre-Volvo) and British United Traction. E-mail: ian@ihmsl.com 
Tel: 07855 324562. 
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MODELS FOR SALE 


Optare Metrorider, DAF SB 120, Volvo B6 priced at £8 posted to the 
UK. Further info contact: steven.morritt@sky.com 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES 8c TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 



WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 



Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


Buv a«V . 

l anyvihere 

in the UK end 

e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com c0 \\ect 


mobile: 07487 699905 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 

Swansea Bus Museum Santa Special. Three Santa Special vintage 
bus trips to the place where Santa lives and hands out presents! The 
location is a secret and getting there will be an unforgettable experience. 
See: www.swanseabusmuseum.com for details nearer the time. SAI 
Business Park, Langdon Road (East), Port Tennant, Swansea SAI 8QY. 


SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day including brass 
band and wartime Christmas displays, at Unit 9, Waddington Way, 
Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Free heritage shuttle bus 
from Rotherham bus station (Stand Cl) at 11.45, returning from Museum 
at 14.00. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, Family £10 (max two adults). 
E-mail: info@sytm.co.uk or tel: 07852 298082. www.sytm.co.uk 


SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Swansea Bus Museum Santa Special. Three Santa Special vintage 
bus trips to the place where Santa lives and hands out presents! The 
location is a secret and getting there will be an unforgettable experience. 
See: www.swanseabusmuseum.com for details nearer the time. SAI 
Business Park, Langdon Road (East), Port Tennant, Swansea SAI 8QY. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 16/17 DECEMBER 
St Helens North West Museum of Road Transport Santa 
Weekend. Open 12.00-16.00. Visit Santa in his grotto, have a go at 
the Christmas Quiz and a ride on our Christmas bus. Museum is near 
to St. Helens Central rail and bus stations, free car parking nearby. 
Admission: Special prices, see leaflets or www.nwmort.co.uk or Tel: 
01744 451681. North West Museum of Road Transport, The Old Bus 
Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 


SATURDAY 30 DECEMBER 

Haywards Heath, Sussex. Mid-Sussex Transport Fair. Clair Hall, 
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath RHI6 3DN. 10.00-15.00. Admission 
£2.00, accompanied UI6 free. Close to Haywards Heath Railway Station 
and opposite former Southdown bus station. Details: Julian Bowden, 21 
Forde Avenue, Bromley BRI 3EU (SAE please). Tel: 07932 812268. 


NEW YEAR'S DAY MONDAY I JANUARY 

Oxford Bus Museum, Long Hanborough. Vintage bus running day 
with routes to Oxford Parkway, Witney and Woodstock, plus sales 
stands. Open 10.30-16.30. Details: www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk, tel: 
01993 883617 (museum open) or 01296 337622 (museum closed). 

King Alfred Mini-Running Day. Three King Alfred buses providing 
free vintage services around Winchester 10.00-16.00. Enquiries: www. 
kingalfredbuses.org.uk or e-mail: info@kingalfredbuses.org.uk 


SATURDAY 6 JANUARY 

Chiswick Transport Collectors Fair. Chiswick Town Hall, Heathfield 
Terrace, London W4 4JE. 11.00-15.00. Admission £3. Enquiries: Tobaz 
Promotions, www.tobaz.co.uk or e-mail: tony@tobaz.co.uk 


SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open day at Aldwarke, 
Rotherham. 10.30-16.00 (last admission 15.00). Details: www.sytm.co.uk. 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 26/27 JANUARY 

London Transport Museum. Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Adults £12, concessions £10. Tickets must be pre-booked at 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk or tel: 020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30). Under 16s 
must be accompanied by an adult. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 27/28 JANUARY 

Blackpool Heritage Trams. ‘Winter Gold’ operating weekend. (10.00- 
17.00). Round tour or day tickets available. Details: e-mail: heritage. 
trams@blackpooltransport.com or visit www.blackpoolheritage.com 
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LLANDUDNO 

TOY & TRAIN 
FAIR 

VENUE CYMRU 

Llandudno 

LL30 IBB 

27“ DECEMBER 


10.30am M 3.30 pm 



Proceeds to Llandudno Transport Festival 


23rd ANNUAL RAIL/BUS 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
Saturday 13th January 2018 io.ooam - 3.00pm 

The leading indoor event for all collectors of railway, bus, ship 
and aircraft memorabilia, books, photographs, tickets, 
paperwork, metalwork, railwayana etc. 

ADMISSION £2.00 

VENUE: 200 yards North of New Pudsey Railway Station. 
200 yards from the junction of the A6I20 Leeds Outer Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds and Bradford Road at ‘Dawson’s Corner’ 

Fair & Civic Hall Signposted Ample Free Parking next to the Hall 


e-mail rennison@cc-email.co.uk 



MID-SUSSEX 

CHRISTMAS TRANSPORT FAIR 


Saturday 30 th December 2017 
10.00-15.00 

CLAIR HALL 

Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, RH 16 3 DN 

Admission £2.00 (Accompanied U16 Free) 


Buses, coaches and railway related items 
for sale including: 

Books, DVDs, ephemera, magazines, memorabilia, models, 
photographs, postcards, tickets, videos, etc. 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 


Enquiries: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, 
Bromley, BRi 3EU (SAE please) 

Mob: 07932 812268 



TAIL 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The specialist, expert Auction House for 

TRANSPORT 

COLLECTABLES & EPHEMERA 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturday 17 February & Sunday I July 2018 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Fast & friendly response to all enquiries 


Now welcoming entries for our February sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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' Coventry Running Uay & Transporter 


-r-2 , t; if 

A r- 1 i 



SaSSs Road, Coventry CVHGE 

)pen from 10.00-16.00 | FREE Parking 

.ight Refreshments | FREE Vintage Bus R,des 

: or stall bookings call Sandra on 07775 828421 
PROGRAMME: £4 (admits one to transport fa.r) 

S “ S YhWV 294 Bristol KSwT EHA424D Midland Red D9 

I tVC*4 "o-erCVOE 

GFN 273 LeylandTDS Beadle rebuild | ANH 154 Da.m 
NXL 847 AEG Regal | FLY 755) Seddon Penmne IV 

CFTY CIRCULAR Every 20 mins I0.00am-I6.00hrs 

MIDLAND AIRCRAFT MUSEUM Every 30 mins 10.30-1 • 

(Another route TBA) 















subscriptions 








telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 





















Special 


Offer 


Take out a new 

B&CP subscription 


and receive a 
£25 voucher 
to spend 
with Presbus 
Publishing. 


voucher 


1 


\ 







Use your voucher to buy books & DVDs. 
We have the largest selection of both 
available on the rally scene! 







• Presbus 
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Presbus Gift Voucher 


(Offer ends 10.2.18 
and is only open to 
new subscribers 
in the UK) 



BLACKPOOL 


birmingi 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £55.20 □ 12 issues - Europe £81.20 □ 12 issues - ROW £91.20 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.80 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP208 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Debit / Credit Card 


For credit/debit card orders, please call 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.2.18 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

From time to time, Presbus Publishing may contact you with information or offers regarding subscriptions and other 
products. If you do not wish to receive such information or offers, then please tick the following box □ 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR 44^VdIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT V§X De b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


- -=*£-■ 


-*$r- 




The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)B'ebFt 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 


































































































































BUSES YEARBOOK 2018 


Published annually since the early 1960s, the 



2018 edition of the Buses Yearbook is packed 
with a varied mix of articles and photo¬ 
features, both historic and contemporary, 
covering a wide range of subjects. 

128 PAGES HARDBACK 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 


A YEAR OF GREAT CHANGE 

Fifty years on, Alan Millar considers the impact of the Transport 
Act 1968 and the creation of the British Leyland Motor 
Corporation. 

BOURNEMOUTH’S YELLOW BUSES 

Michael H C Baker takes a look at the evolution of 
Bournemouth’s buses. 

OUT OF AFRICA 

There was a time when British-style Double Deckers operated 
in parts of Africa. Stewart J Brown turns the clock back. 

TWENTY YEARS OF D & G 

Cliff Beeton charts the progress of a Potteries Independent. 

FIVE YEARS ONTHE HAMMERSMITH ROAD 

David Jukes describes his experience of one of London’s 
shortest trunk routes. 

BUS BLUES 

Robert E Jowitt visits Oxford and Cambridge in an attempt to 
find up-to-date, if old fashioned, real printed information on 
timetables. 

AND MUCH MORE! 



ORDER 

DIRECT 







PLUS FREE P&P* 

*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO 
orders. Overseas charges apply. 


781/17 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


WH Smith 


stores 


order online www.keypublishing.com/shop 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm 




































































